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TheScarseth  (Skarseth)  Family 

introduction 

For  many  years,  Alice  Scarseth  Haggerty  maintained  a  collection  of 
Scarseth  family  photographs  and  memorabilia  dating  back  to  the  mid  1800's. 
From  time  to  time,  we  looked  through  these  photos,  touched  up  those  that  were 
damaged,  reprinted  a  few,  and  had  even  sorted  them  a  bit.  With  each 
examination,  Alice  reminisced  about  growing  up  in  Wisconsin  in  a  Norwegian 
farming  community.  Predictably,  our  family  always  encouraged  Alice  to  write 
this  family  history  for  future  generations.  Just  as  predictably,  this  was  a  project 
that  was  easily  put  aside,  not  because  it  lacked  importance,  but  because  it 
brought  with  it  many  memories  that  were  often  difficult  to  work  through. 

In  the  fall  of  1989,  Alice  moved  from  Winchester,  Virginia  to  Lexington, 
Massachusetts,  about  five  miles  from  where  her  son  John  lives  in  Lincoln, 
Massachusetts.  Slowly,  we  started  writing  down  some  of  the  memories  in  bits 
and  pieces,  planning  to  organize  our  writings  at  a  later  date.  We  found 
ourselves  constantly  referencing  The  History  of  Trempealeau  Countv 
Wisconsin,  by  Franklyn  Curtiss-Wedge  for  confirmation  of  specific  facts.  The 
availability  of  modern  scanners  and  computer  software  which  converts  the 
images  to  text  allowed  us  to  incorporate  and  modify  many  of  the  personal 
sketches  appearing  in  this  reference.  Along  the  way,  we  received  invaluable 
information  from  other  members  of  the  family.  While  visiting  us  from  Wisconsin, 
Karen  (Scarseth)  and  her  husband  John  Shorts  told  us  about  George 
Scarseth's  family  research.  In  May  of  1992,  Marjorie  Ryder,  Alice's  niece, 
escorted  us  around  the  Hardies  Creek  area,  frequently  surprising  herself  how 
much  she  remembered  about  the  family  history.  That  visit  brought  new 
meaning  to  this  manuscript  because  the  names  and  places  became  refreshed, 
and  real,  since  John  hadn't  been  to  Wisconsin  for  almost  35  years.  This  visit 
also  sent  us  back  to  the  word  processor  with  new  information  and  many 
corrections. 

Choices  have  been  made  about  what  was  included.  Admittedly  our  focus 
has  been  our  own  branch  of  the  family.  Also,  we  have  somewhat  arbitrarily 
stopped  this  history  with  those  that  were  born  between  about  1900  to  1910. 
Both  choices  were  made  to  avoid  making  the  history  so  massive  that  it  would 
never  be  completed.  As  it  was,  we  slipped  through  three  Christmases  that  we 
had  planned  to  have  it  finished.  The  fall  of  1992,  Alice's  health  began  to  fail; 
she  died  in  her  sleep  January  5,  1993.  Sadly,  she  never  saw  the  assembled 
manuscript. 
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Following  Alice’s  illness  and  death,  this  family  history  was  put  aside  for 
another  year  until  the  last  remaining  details  in  this  manuscript  could  be  finished. 
Showing  that  a  history  is  never  really  finished,  many  changes  occurred  in  the 
"family  tree”  during  this  period.  We  hope  that  sometime  in  the  future,  another 
family  member  will  find  the  time  and  the  interest  to  add  another  generation  or 
two  to  the  document.  For  us,  this  was  a  wonderful  opportunity  and  experience. 

The  material  used  for  this  family  history  came  from  five  primary  sources.  The 
early  history  of  the  family  in  Norway  was  compiled  September,  1954,  by  George 
D.  Scarseth,  of  Lafayette,  Indiana,  from  his  visit  to  Biri,  Norway  in  September 
1954.  His  original  text  and  Family  Tree  were  incorporated  with  minor  editing 
and  some  additions.  Much  of  the  material  in  the  family  sketches  has  its  roots  in 
The  History  of  Trempealeau  Countv  Wisconsin,  by  Franklyn  Curtiss-Wedge, 
written  in  1917.  Additional  details  came  from  Mid  Hills  of  Home,  an  important 
and  delightful  book  of  memories  written  by  E.  Margaret  Suttie.  The  new  family 
sketches  and  many  details  added  to  existing  sketches  came  from  the  memory  of 
Alice  while  living  in  Lexington,  Massachusetts  in  1989-1993.  Finally,  Marie 
Ekern  Skjolaas,  who  lives  in  Kolbu,  Toten,  Norway  about  6  miles  south  of  Biri, 
provided  much  important  information  about  the  Ekern  family  in  Norway;  Marie 
Skjolaas  is  a  second  cousin  to  Alice  Lenora  Scarseth  Haggerty  through  her 
grandmother's  bloodline. 

Although  prominent  as  settlers  during  the  mid  1800's,  the  Scarseth  name 
has  essentially  disappeared  from  the  Galesville-Ettrick,  Wisconsin  area.  Many 
of  the  male  children  did  not  marry,  and  many  of  those  having  children  continued 
the  family's  migration  in  this  changing  world.  This  loss  was  made  evident  by  a 
chance  meeting  between  John  and  a  Trempealeau  County  employee  while 
they  soaked  in  a  hot  tub  in  Orlando,  Florida  in  January  1994.  He  knew  the 
family  house  at  the  intersection  of  roads  54  and  DD,  the  Baardseths,  and  many 
other  familiar  details,  but  didn't  know  the  Scarseth  name.  This  coincidental 
meeting  showed  how  quickly  our  imprints  fade  and  underlined  the  importance 
of  documenting  our  family's  history. 
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Origin  of  the  Skarseth  Name 


In  1660,  the  Danish  King  claimed  title  to  all  land  properties  in  Norway. 
Although  royal  claims  to  land  in  Norway  ended  completely  by  1800,  land  in  Biri 
was  returned  to  private  ownership  very  quickly.  The  Skarseth  Gaar  was 
started  in  1669,  nine  years  after  land  was  claimed  by  the  king.  Gaar  refers  to  an 
estate  or  farmstead.  The  Skarseth  Gaar  is  located  on  a  smooth  shelf  of  land, 
high  up  on  a  mountainside  near  Biri.  The  Gaar  was  granted  right  of  pasture  on 
a  Sater  (  a  mountain  pasture  or  meadow),  still  used  in  1954,  by  a  King's  order 
which  forbade  the  growing  of  hops.  Some  believe  Skar-seth  means  "place  on 
the  shelf  land." 

In  1669,  Ole  paid  the  Gaar  tax  to  the  King  from  a  place  called  Skarseth  as 
follows: 


3  cow  hides  to  the  king 
1  cow  hide  to  the  Ringsaker  Church 

1  cow  hide  to  the  Biri  Church 

In  1801,  the  census  shows  that  Skarseth  Gaar  had  the  following 
population: 

Henrick  Johanneson  (age  45),  his  wife  Marthe 
Henrickdother  (age  30),  one  child  Johannes  Henrickson 

(age  6)  and  husbandmen  and  their  families. 
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The  First  Skarseths 


The  first  four  early  names  associated  with  the  Skarseth  Gaar  were: 


Ole 

Paid  Gaar  tax  to  Danish  King  in  1669  from  a 

place  called  Skarseth 

Johannes 

No  records  except  that  Henrick  was  Ole's  son. 

Born  about  1690-1710 

Henrick 

Johanneson 

Good  records.  Born  1756.  Used  the  name 
Skarseth.  Married  to  Marthe  Henrickdother 

Johannes 

Henrickson 

Skarseth 

1795-1889  (92  years).  Married  to  Marthe  Bakke 
1808-1889  (81  years) 

Children  of  Johannes  Henrickson  and  Marthe  Bakke  Skarseth: 


1.  Hans 

1 828-1882  (52);  single.  Was  farmer  from  1 873- 
1884  when  he  died,  (note,  dates  &  age  from 
different  sources  don't  agree). 

2.  Ole 

1 831  -1 91 1  (80).  Became  a  Gaar  owner  in  Berg, 

6  kilometers  from  Skarseth.  Married  to  Andrea 
Ekerbakken  who  died  a  few  days  after  their  last 
child,  Olave,  was  born.  The  children  lived  with 
relatives  in  the  Biri  area. 

Children  of  Ole  and  Andrea  Skarseth: 


i.  Anton 

1880- .  Went  to  live  with  Otto  at  Skarseth  when  a 
boy  and  inherited  Skarseth  since  Otto  and  Klara 
had  no  children.  George  Scarseth  met  him  and 
wrote  "he  had  the  eyes  and  expression  of  my 
father.  He  lived  in  the  house  where  Grandpa  Matt 
was  born."  Has  only  one  son  Ole  who  was  next 
to  inherit  Skarseth. 

ii.  Marthe  Marie 

1882- .  Twin  to  Johannas.  Married  Reverend 
Thormodsater,  an  outstanding  minister. 
Children:  Karin,  Synnove  (twins),  Arne  (an 
agricultural  economist),  and  Ruth,  wife  of  Ivar 
Kaldager  and  mother  of  Elie  (10  in  1954)  and 
Grethe  (7  in  1954). 
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iii.  Johannas 


iii.  Johannas 

1882- .  72  in  1954  and  chipper.  "Looks  like  a 
general."  Lives  in  Berg  Gaar.  Son,  Mungnus, 
inherited  Berg ,  and  with  wife  Bertha  have  three 
sons. 

iv.  Hans 

June  21,  1884-December  25,  1976.  Came  to 
America  about  1909  and  returned  to  Norway 
sometime  between  1919  and  1922  (conflicts  in 
dates  and  he  evidently  didn't  share  his  American 
experience  with  his  family)  to  marry  Sara  Steig. 
Farmed  Steig  Gaar,  which  was  inherited  by  his 
son  Oddmund  Skarseth,  wife  Tora  and 
daughters  Randi  and  Else.  Hans  also 
purchased  Oklesrud  Gaar  where  his  son  Oluv 
and  wife  Marit  farm  with  sons  Hauken  (4  in 

1954)  and  Arne  (1  in  1954);  daughter  Solvar 
not  born  in  1954. 

v.  Olave 

1886- .  Did  not  marry 

3.  Mathias 

Sergeant.  Had  three  children:  Julius,  major  in 
the  Army;  August,  lawyer,  wife  played  at  National 
Theater;  Maria  (Brustad).  Lived  in  Berg.  Raised 
Ole's  twins  Marthe  Maria  S.  and  Johannas 
from  age  3  when  their  mother  died. 

4.  Andreas  (A.J.) 

Used  name  Andrew  in  America.  He  was  a 
grocer  in  Galesville,  Wisconsin  after  coming  to 
America  about  1859.  Children  were  Albert  (had 
2  sons,  one  moved  to  Scobey  or  Moulton, 
Montana  and  retained  the  Skarseth  spelling), 
Julia,  Louise,  Theodore  and  Ingwald. 

5.  Martinus 

1 836-1 91 0.  Came  to  America  via  Quebec  in 

1857.  Pioneer  farmer  in  Hardies  Creek, 
Wisconsin.  Married  Kari  Knudson  (1831- 
1910),  who  came  on  same  ship.  Children:  Carl, 
Julius  (twins),  Marinus,  Idius.  Known  as 
"Matt,”  he  fished  with  his  grandson  George. 

6.  Otto 

Inherited  Skarseth  Gaar.  Married  Klara  but  had 
no  children.  Raised  Anton  (son  of  Ole).  Anton 
inherited  Skarseth  Gaar,  where  George  visited 
him  in  1954  at  age  74.  Anton's  son,  Ole  (age  34 
in  1954)  was  to  inherit  Skarseth. 

5 


7.  Beathe 


see  the  following 
see  the  following 


8.  Ingeborg 


According  to  the  family  information,  Andreas  (Andrew)  and  Martinus 
(Matt)  were  the  only  Skarseths  to  immigrate  to  America  in  the  1850's.  However, 
Alice  Lenora  Scarseth  Haggerty,  daughter  of  Marinus,  recalled  a  very  old 
gravestone  in  the  old  Pioneer  Cemetery  approximately  1  mile  south  of  the 
Hardies  Creek  Church  which  had  the  Skarseth  spelling.  We  had  assumed  that 
the  marker  must  have  predated  Andrew  and  Martinus.  The  marker,  in  some 
disrepair,  was  located  in  1992.  By  coincidence,  we  had  just  reread  a  letter 
written  from  Biri  by  Randi  Skarseth,  granddaughter  of  Hans  Skarseth,  which 
indicated  Andrew  and  Martinus  had  two  younger  sisters  named  Beathe  and 
Ingeborg.  To  our  surprise,  two  of  the  names  on  the  gravestone  were  Beathe 
and  Ingeborg  Skarseth.  It  appears  that  four  of  Johannes  Henrickson  Skarseth's 
children  came  to  America.  The  four  sides  of  the  stone  read  as  follows: 


Ludvig 

Beatha 

Mellvin 

Skarseth 

Son  af 

Dode 

A.  OG.  1. 

1  Sept  1 868 

Skarseth 

1  en  Alder  af 

Dode 

29  Aar 

Sept  1868 

1  en  Alder  af 

Mina  M 

1  Aar 

Dode 

6  Mauneder 

1  Sept  1868 

I  en  Alder  af 

18  Minuter 

Ingeborg 

Kristian 

Skarseth 

Kristensen 

Dode 

Dode 

1  Juli  1868 

1  Mai  1868 

1  EN  ALDER  AF 

1  EN  ALDER  AF 

23  Aar 

24  Aar 

plus  5  lines 

of  fine  print 

we  could 

not  read 

It  is  obvious  that  there  was  an  epidemic  of  some  kind  in  the  summer  of  1868, 
probably  diphtheria.  It  also  appears  that  Beatha  and  her  child,  Mina,  died  18 
minutes  after  birth.  These  people  traveled  a  long  distance,  only  to  die  very 
young.  This  head  stone  represents  a  family  tragedy. 
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Name  Changes  and  Spellings 


The  names  have  gone  through  both  intentional  and  accidental  changes. 

Like  many  immigrants,  Martinus  and  Kari  Scarseth  were  concerned  that  their 
native  names  either  could  not  be  pronounced  in  the  United  States  or  would 
make  them  different.  For  this  reason,  they  adopted  the  name  "Johnson"  for  a 
period  of  time  until  the  four  sons  I.B.,  M.M.,  Julius,  and  C.M.,  as  they  were 
known,  discovered  the  name  change  and  insisted  that  they  go  back  to  the  family 
name.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Martinus  adopted  a  name  close  to 
"Johanneson,"  a  historical  family  name.  Apparently  the  family  name  was 
"Americanized"  by  changing  Skarseth  to  Scarseth  at  the  time  they  went  back  to 
the  original  name.  However,  the  spellings  haven't  followed  this  logic  entirely. 

As  late  as  the  1970's,  Lloyd  Scarseth's  note  used  the  Skarseth  spelling  for  his 
grandfather  Matt,  but  not  for  himself.  Hans  Skarseth,  son  of  Ole,  used  the 
Skarseth  spelling  while  he  lived  in  America  and  when  he  returned  to  Norway, 
as  do  his  Norwegian  descendants.  The  descendents  of  Hans'  son  Andrew  who 
moved  from  Norway  to  Wisconsin  use  the  Scarseth  spelling.  Andreas  (son  of 
Johannes  Henrickson  and  Marthe  Skarseth)  was  frequently  called  Andrew  and 
his  family  also  used  the  Scarseth  spelling  in  Wisconsin.  Their  son  who  moved 
to  Montana  retained  the  Skarseth  spelling.  In  various  places  the  name  is  also 
recorded  as  Scorseth.  Also,  the  given  names  have  had  many  spellings. 
Martinus  is  frequently  spelled  "Marthinus",  "Mattins"  or  "Mattinus"  and  Marinus  is 
spelled  "Marinous"  or  "Marenius."  As  much  as  possible,  spellings  in  this 
document  are  taken  from  headstones  on  graves,  presuming  those  who  knew 
the  deceased  reflected  the  final  choice. 
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Family  Tree 


Ole  Skarseth  (5/21/1831-10/6/1911),  son  of  Johannes  Henrickson  and 
Marthe  (Bakke)  Skarseth  married  to  Andrea  (2/20/1 849-4/8/1 886) 

I.  Anton  (1880-?),  inherited  Skarseth  from  uncle  Otto 

A.  Ole,  inherited  Skarseth  married  to  Gudren 

1.  Anton  married  to  Elisabeth,  on  Skarseth  in  1993 

a.  Andres 

b.  Kari 

2.  Anna  Guri 

3.  Gubrund,  married  (?),  lives  in  Trodheim 

B.  Kirsten,  married  to  Ener  Engen 

C.  ? 

D.  Arma 

E.  Klara,  married  name  is  Overjordet 

II.  Marthe  Marie  (1882-?) 

A.  Karin 

B.  Synnove,  married  Boldt  (he  is  dead) 

C.  Ingrid 

D.  Ruth 

1.  Elin 

2.  Grethe 

E.  Arne 

III.  Johannes  (1882-?) 

A.  Mangus,  married  to  Bertha  (died  11/13/93) 

1.  Odd,  married  to  Magna 

a.  Beata,  married  to  Hans  Christian 
i.  Kim 

2.  Ranghold 

IV.  Hans  (6/21/1884-12/25/1976),  married  to  Sara  Steig  (6/1/1898-4/28/48), 
took  over  her  farm  Gaar  Steig 

A.  Oluv  (ill  with  cancer  12/93),  married  to  Merit 

1.  Hauken  (Haahon?),  married  to  Brit 

a.  Kag  Rumme 

b.  Bente  Helen 

2.  Arne  (Arnie?),  married  to  Astrid 

a.  Hans  Rami 

b.  Tor  Martin 

3.  Solvar 

a.  Guri  (twins) 

b.  Hannha  (twins) 

B.  Oddmund,  married  to  Tora 

1 .  Randi,  married  to  Martin  Ankvorn,  took  over  Hans  Skarseth  farm 
Steig,  uses  Skarseth  and  Steig  names 

a.  Inger  (11/17/91) 

b.  Berit  (12/18/92) 
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2.  Else,  married  Swein  Staalesen  (1  daughter,  name?) 

C.  Mattias 

D.  Andrew  (moved  to  Wisconsin) 

1.  Albert 

a.  Arthur,  no  children 

b.  Roy,  deceased 

i.  Peter,  married  Maxine  Thompson 

a.  Mark,  has  boy  &  girl 

b.  Sue,  single 

2.  Julia,  single,  deceased 

3.  Louisa,  single 

4.  Theodor,  single 

5.  Ingvald  B.  married  Laura  Gilbertson 

a.  Bernard  (deceased)  married  Helen 

i.  Karen 

ii.  Konrad 

iii.  Mary 

b.  Donald,  married  Evelyn  Iverson 

i.  Toni,  2  children 

ii.  William,  2  daughters 

c.  Janet,  married  Lawrence  A.  (Larry)  Johnson 

i.  Charles  M. 

1  daughter  Ann  married  to  Craig  La  Fevre  have  1  son 
Michael  Allen  La  Fevre 

ii.  Judith  L.  married  name  Merrill 
1  son  Jesse  Merrill 

d.  Margaret,  single 
V.  Olave  -  1886,  single 
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Martinus  Scarseth  (3/30/1836-7/4/1910),  son  of  Johannes  Henrickson  and 
Marthe  (Bakke)  Skarseth  {Note  change  in  spelling  from  Skarseth), 
married  to  Kari  Knudson  (2/3/1831-8/8/1910) 

I.  Carl  (4/28/1862-4/19/1934),  twin  to  Julius,  married  to  Clara  Semb 
(8/4/1865-2/24/1953) 

A.  Cora  Constance  (10/19/1887-12/4/1887) 

B.  Octive  (1888-7/20/54),  married  to  Hulda  Semb  (1900-1956) 

1 .  Harold,  married  to  Ramona  Dewitz 

a.  Robert 

2.  Karen,  married  to  John  Shorts 

a.  Heidi 

b.  Christopher 

c.  Peter  John  (plays  football  for  Kansas  City  Chiefs) 

C.  Cora  (5/24/1890-1949) 

D.  Laura  (3/27/1892-1973),  single 

E.  Hulda  (7/11/1895-3/15/1925),  single 

II.  Julius  (4/28/1862-?),  twin  to  Carl  ,  married  (4/28/1890)  to  Louisa 
Christina  Jacobsen  in  Norway,  moved  to  Bellingham,  Washington  owned 
store  "The  Wisconsin  Grocery."  She  went  by  Louise  Christine  in 
America. 

A.  Mildred  Constance  Scarseth  (5/14/1893-10/9/60)  married  (7/3/19) 
Wesley  Emmanuel  Peterson  (8/5/1 886-1 2/23/50) 

1.  Verna  Louise  Peterson  (6/30/21),  married  (1/23/43)  Kenneth 
Bruce  Gregg  (5/14/21) 

a.  Becky  Jean  (4/18/47),  married  (10/11/69)  Dan  McGregor 
(6/6/49) 

i.  Kelly  Anne  (10/14/72) 

ii.  Kristy  Dawn  (5/23/75) 

b.  Stephen  Bruce  (2/19/49),  married  (11/23/73)  Susan  Coler 
(5/20/55) 

i.  Matthew  Ross  (10/25/81) 

ii.  Wendy  Rachel  (7/12/83) 

iii.  Jonathan  Stephen  (11/17/85) 

c.  Julianne  Rachel  (9/1/52),  married  (9/9/72)  David  Tosch  (2/3/52) 

i.  Brett  David  (10/8/74) 

ii.  Ryan  Christopher  (7/12/77) 

iii.  Alicia  Marie  (1/4/80) 

d.  Lanette  Ruth  (5/10/57),  married  (12/27/78)  Robert  Etykorn 
(5/11/57) 

i.  Angela  Lynn  (8/10/83) 

ii.  James  Robert  (4/23/85) 

2.  Melvin  Earl  Peterson  (11/9/22-6/8/67),  married  (7/21/57)  Anna 
Pauline  Murath  (3/18/27) 

a.  Mark  Wesley  (1 1/4/58) 
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b.  David  Scott  (6/8/63)  married  (9/2/83)  Barbara  Vanderhoff 
(12/22/61) 

i.  Christina  Lynn  (9/27/84) 

ii.  Rene  Michelle  (11/22/85) 

iii.  Lissa  Nicole  (12/29/87) 

iv.  Jessie  DaLynn  (9/8/89) 

c.  Timothy  Wayne  (8/3/66),  married  (1/18/92)  Christy  Roseberry 
(3/25/71 ) 

3.  Evelyn  Jean  Peterson  (8/20/26),  married  (1/30/48)  Stanley  Roy 
Larsen  (1/24/27) 

a.  Janet  Marie  (1/15/49),  married  (8/16/68)  Ralph  Edwin  Davis 
(5/27/46) 

i.  Aaron  Scott  (5/24/70),  married  (1/18/92)  Michelle  Marie 
Zeigler  (1/13/71) 

ii.  Eric  Daniel  (8/19/71) 

b.  Howard  Wayne  (7/15/50),  married  (7/21/73)  Karen  Lee 
Jacobson  (2/28/51) 

i.  Dana  Jean  (12/27/77) 

ii.  Monica  Gayle  (8/18/79) 

iii.  Douglas  Wayne  (2/18/84) 

c.  Stuart  Charles  (8/2/52) 

d.  David  Roy  (10/19/53) 

e.  Jeffrey  Neal  (1/10/55) 

f.  Christine  Louise  (11/28/58),  married  (5/22/82)  Jack  Warren 
Indgjird  (11/5/53) 

i.  Derek  Larsen  (1/12/87) 

ii.  Melissa  Nicole  (7/27/90) 

g.  Warren  Boyd  (1/16/61),  married  (2/20/88)  Lisa  McNeely 
(1 2/28/62) 

i.  Andrew  Stanley  (1/9/89) 

h.  Gennifer  Kay  (5/9/65),  married  (8/2/85)  Darin  Mitchell 
Bonnicksen  (6/5/63) 

i.  Ryan  Mitchell  (5/2/86) 

ii.  Daniel  Wesley  (8/29/89) 

B.  Thomas  Edison  Scarseth  (6/15/1895-12/1/62),  never  married 

C.  Julia  Louise  Scarseth  (1/23/1897-1943),  never  married 

D.  Alice  Sophia  Scarseth  (10/14/1900-12/6/70),  married  Edgar 
Anderson  (6/5/7-11/26/60) 

E.  Howard  Godwin  Scarseth  (12/21/02-10/10/38),  never  married, 
salmon  fisherman 

F.  Ellen  Olympia  Scarseth  (12/22/04-7/18/79)  married  Robert  Urquhart 
(10/6/02-5/4/64)  then  married  (10/14/67)  Marvin  Vaughn  (10/1  /02- 
living  in  1992) 
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III.  Marinus  (2/5/1867-8/25/11),  married  (9/17/1891)  to  Clara  Agnetta 
Evenson  (2/12/1869-8/17/54) 

A.  Ella  (2/7/1896-1952),  married  (9/14/16)  to  Elmer  Theodore  Evenson 
(1892-1959) 

1.  Eleanor  (1919-1987),  married  (3/23/56)  to  Melvin  Bue 
(1907-1985) 

a.  Sarah  (4/20/58) 

2.  Marjorie,  married  (9/14/39)  to  Edward  Ryder  (d  7/1/86) 

a.  Lester  Lee  (9/27/49) 

b.  Claus  (9/5/54) 

B.  Alice  (3/30/03-12/593),  married  (Thanksgiving  Day  on  November  29, 
1934)  to  John  J.  Haggerty  (4/4/05-3/19/73) 

1.  John  Scarseth  (10/23/38) 

married  (6/17/61)  to  Nancy  K.  Lewis  (12/10/40) 
a.  Alice  Denice  Haggerty  (12/19/68) 
married  (12/4/76)  to  Mary  Jo  Burns  (3/12/46) 

a.  Caitlin  Burns  Haggerty  (11/7/78) 

b.  Jonathan  J.  Burns  Haggerty  (4/8/86) 

2.  Edward  Denis  (8/18/41),  married  (9/8/73)  to  Linda  Rodemann 
(6/7/47) 

a.  Shana  (2/8/80) 

C.  Milton  (8/22/08-9/21/81),  married  (5/25/35)  to  Jean  Sacia  (7/27/12) 
First  two  children  died  at  birth;  buried  in  unmarked  graves  in  Scarseth 
lot 

1.  Ann  Lynn  (8/31  /38-died) 

2.  Claire  Louise  (9/13/44) 

3.  John  Milton  (7/28/46) 

4.  Jean  Karen  (9/20/49) 

5.  Stephen  Cleve  (1/31/52) 

6.  Paul  Jay  (11/15/55) 

IV.  Idius  Benard  (8/24/1868-?),  married  (9/6/1893)  to  Sena  Semb 

A.  Clinton,  single,  deceased 

B.  Lloyd,  ,  single,  deceased 

C.  Lester,  died  at  age  25 

D.  Edwin  (9/9/1900-2/16/93),  married  (11/16/33)  Alice  M.  Bibby  (4/11/09- 
4/21/67) 

1.  Hazel  Margaret  (9/26/34),  married  (11/8/52)  to  Leslie  W.  Tyler 
(10/21/30) 

a.  Catherine  Jean  (8/18/53),  married  7/13/74)  to  Dennis  J.  Hutzler 
(9/21/50-8/13/87),  remarried  (4/18/92)  Donald  Gene  Flynn 

i.  Bryan  Jeffery  (5/8/80) 

ii.  Brent  Tyler  (1 1/30/82) 

b.  Douglas  Paul  (7/15/55),  married  to  Akiyo  Kawamura  (3/5/64) 
i.  Andrew  Nickaus  (2/8/88) 
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c.  Jayne  Margaret  (10/14/56),  married  (3/27/76)  to  B.  Frank 
Bissen  (1/21/52) 

i.  Adam  Tyler  (8/24/82) 

ii.  Katrina  Ruth  (10/16/85) 

iii.  Kara  Jayne  (6/15/92) 

d.  Kristin  Anne  (1/18/59),  married  (7/14/79)  to  Matthew  Edward 
Bies  (5/1 0/59) 

i.  Michelle  Kristine  (1 1/24/79) 

ii.  Nathan  Jay  (5/3/81) 

iii.  Jason  Matthew  (5/26/88) 

e.  Joan  Mary  (11/3/63),  married  (9/1/90)  to  Steven  Jay  Zielke 
(7/21/61) 

2.  Thomas  Lester  (6/8/37),  married  (6/9/62)  to  Jean  Anderson 
(6/17/39) 

a.  Karen  Jean  (12/30/66),  married  to  Jonathan  Edwin  Scarseth 
(8/6/69-2/4/88) 

3.  Ruth  Mary  (11/16/39),  married  (5/16/59)  to  Donald  V.  Baird 
(11/16/35) 

a.  Kevin  Michael  (5/3/60),  married  (6/27/92)  to  Betty  Wall  Johnson 

b.  Jeffrey  Donald  (3/27/61),  married  (7/25/92)  to  Amy  Johnson 
E.  Julia  (7/25/1894-2/2/72),  married  (6/10/1914)  Alfred  Ravnum 

(4/21/1887-3/22/69) 

1.  Norman  Manford  (3/20/15),  married  (11/15/45)  Doris  Wolf 
(4/22/1 2) 

a.  Susan  Doris  (3/6/47),  married  (2/25/67)  David  Gustave 
Stefan  (2/22/47) 

i.  Troy  David  (9/3/67) 

ii.  Trevnor  John  (8/4/72) 

b.  Jane  Lilly  ,  married  (6/21/72)  Charles  Micheal  Niesen  (5/13/48) 

i.  Milisa  Jane  (8/16/78) 

ii.  Megan  Sue  (1/23/80) 

iii.  Stephanie  Marie  (1/30/83) 

c.  John  Norman  (9/18/51),  married  (6/20/92)  Geri  Wilder  (7/16/51) 

2.  Evelyn  Alice  (2/26/19),  married  (2/14/42)  Elder  Joseph  Stellick 
(2/20/16) 

a.  John  Elder  (9/26/48)  married  Diane  Dorn  (11/3/47) 

i.  Troy  John  (7/30/75) 

ii.  Nicole  Ann  (7/23/77) 

iii.  Jaclyn  Kay  (1/30/80) 

b.  Mary  Jane  (11/24/50),  married  (10/4/80)  Mark  Gauerke  (11/7/?) 
i.  William  Wyatt  (5/31/82) 

3.  Verna  Rosella  (6/18/23),  married  (10/2/43)  Theadore  Ivan  (Ted) 
Severson  (7/30/15) 

a.  Sharon  Gail  (9/17/46),  married  (12/1/84)  to  Ray  McNulty 
(6/1 0/42) 

b.  Paula  Jean  (5/8/51),  married  (8/29/91)  Robert  Miller  (10/22/50) 
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i.  Perry  Allen  Walters  (8/9/72) 

4.  Earl  LeRoy  (3/31/25),  married  (5/27/50)  Lois  Jones  (9/17/29) 

a.  Judith  Ann  (8/26/52),  married  (5/26/73)  Daniel  Byam  (5/11/51) 

i.  Amy  Marie  (7/15/78) 

ii.  Erin  Ann  (2/25/81) 

b.  Steven  Earl  (6/5/54),  married  (5/25/85)  Sandra  Fritech 
(9/29/56) 

i.  John  Steven  (3/27/87) 

ii.  Ted  Earl  (10/18/88) 

iii.  Toby  Jay  (10/15/91) 

c.  Cindy  Lou  (11/21/63),  married  (8/28/87)  Steven  George 
(1/2/62) 

5.  Lillian  May  (5/10/28),  married  (8/7/54)  Elmer  William  Grassman 
(7/17/26) 

a.  Mark  Allan  (2/9/61)  married  (4/9/88)  Michell  Collins  (10/26/59) 

b.  Karla  Jo  (3/28/64) 

F.  Nora  (11/5/1895-8/12/86),  married  10/20/21)  to  Casper  Toppen 
(11/4/1893-1/16/72) 

1.  Spencer  Leroy  (10/16/22),  married  (10/22/55)  to  Joan  Mathesen 

a.  Alison  Remseth  (8/7/59),  married  (6/4/88)  to  Darin  Jerde 
i.  Hannah  Toppen  (6/27/92) 

b.  John  Scarseth  (5/21/65) 

2.  Arvilla  Mae  (5/13/24),  single 

3.  Russell  Vernon  (5/7/28),  married  (10/9/54)  to  Vivian  Bergum 

a.  Todd  Russell  (8/22/58),  married  (10/1/83)  to  Karen  Jensen 

i.  Jon  Arthur  (9/16/85) 

ii.  Laura  Ruth  (4/13/89) 

b.  Laura  Jean  (8/24/61-8/25/61) 

c.  Peter  Jon  (3/22/64),  married  (6/10/89)  to  Mary  Schultz 
i.  Marcus  James  (2/17/92) 

d.  Thomas  Andrew  (8/15/68),  to  marry  (9/18/93)  to  Stephanie 
Midthum 

G.  George,  married  to  Ida  Bierke 

1.  Mary,  married  to  Henry  Murphy,  he  remarried  Marge  after  Mary 
died.  Mary  and  Henry  children 

a.  Mari  married  Rod  Logan 

i.  Joel 

ii.  Aaron 

iii.  Paul 

b.  Christopher  married  Linda 

2.  Dwight,  died  at  22  in  freak  baseball  accident 
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Martinus  and  Kari  (Knudson)  Scarseth 

Martinus  (Matt)  J.  Scarseth  was  born  March  30,  1836,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1857,  when  21  years  old,  being  at  that  time  unmarried.  He 
came  to  Wisconsin  from  Biri,  Norway,  about  20  miles  north  of  Oslo,  probably  by 
way  of  Quebec.  He  probably  first  located  near  Viroqua  or  Westvy,  Wisconsin. 
Later,  he  lived  in  Stevens  Township,  La  Crosse  County,  where  he  found 
employment  on  farms,  and  also  attended  school  one  winter  to  improve  his 
knowledge  of  English.  There  he  remained  until  his  marriage  to  Kari  Knudson  in 
1860,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Gale  Township. 

Kari  Knudson  was  also  from  Biri,  but  did  not  come  with  Martinus.  The  family 
history  gathered  by  George  Scarseth  indicated  they  came  on  the  same  ship; 
possibly  that  is  where  they  met.  Kari  was  born  January  3,  1831.  Kari  was  an 
expert  dressmaker.  When  she  first  came  to  this  country,  she  located  in  one  of 
the  early  Norwegian  immigrant  colonies  in  Chicago  where  she  worked  at  her 
trade.  She  was  a  popular  member  of  society  in  Gale  Township. 

Martinus  J.  and  Kari  (Knudson)  Scarseth  had  four  boys:  Carl,  twin  to  Julius 
(April  28,  1862-April  19,  1934),  married  to  Clara  Semb  (August  4,  1865  - 
February  24,  1953);  Julius,  twin  to  Carl  (April  28,  1862-?),  married  to  Louise 
Anderson;  Marinus  (February  5,  1867-August  25,  1911),  married  to  Clara 
Agnetta  Evenson  (January  12,  1869-August  17,  1954);  and  Idius  Bernard 
(August  24,  1868-?),  married  to  Sena  Semb.  Three  of  the  boys  were  known  by 
their  initials;  C.M.,  M.M.,  and  I.B. 

At  different  times  Mr.  Scarseth  held  local  office,  serving,  among  other  things, 
as  census  enumerator.  He  was  the  first  secretary  of  the  Hardies  Creek 
Lutheran  Church,  holding  that  position  until  his  death,  and  he  was  also  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  church.  He  also  took  an  active  part  in  educational  work, 
serving  on  the  school  board,  and  was  at  one  time  town  commissioner. 

Galesville  dates  its  creamery  operation  from  November  1,  1883,  when  a 
private  concern  was  organized  and  started  operations.  Editorial  writers  at  that 
time  expressed  wonderment  that  butter  could  actually  be  made  by  machinery. 
The  Arctic  Springs  Creamery  was  organized  as  a  co-operative  association  May 
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3,  1899,  with  G.  O.  Gilbertson,  M.  J.  Scarseth,  D.  D.  Chappell,  Francis 
Stellpfling,  L.  L.  Odell,  John  Bohrnstedt,  L.  O.  Moe,  C.  M.  Kellogg  and  George 
Uhl  as  directors.  The  profits  the  first  year  were  $2,1 1 1.87.  As  of  1917,  cream 
was  still  gathered  from  13  routes  that  were  maintained. 

Their  first  major  farm  was  located  in  Hardies  Creek  near  the  Black  River 
where  they  continued  to  live  with  their  son,  Charles  M.  after  C.M.  bought  the 
farm  from  his  parents  in  1887.  They  continued  to  live  on  this  farm  until 
disharmony  between  C.M.'s  "very  strong  willed"  wife,  Clara  (Semb),  made  it 
necessary  to  relocate.  In  1888,  they  then  purchased,  and  relocated  to,  a  farm  in 
Decorah  Prairie  mid-way  between  Hardies  Creek  and  Galesville.  The  Decorah 
Prairie  farm  was  purchased  by  and  operated  by  their  son,  Idius  B.  Scarseth,  in 
1893  the  year  he  married.  This  location  was  selected  in  part  because  it  was 
thought  that  I.B.  was  going  to  marry  a  local  girl.  Instead,  he  married  Clara’s 
sister,  Sena  Semb,  who  fortunately  turned  out  to  have  a  very  much  better 
relationship  with  Martinus  and  Kari.  The  Decorah  Prairie  farm  house  was 
remodeled  extensively  to  accommodate  the  two  families. 

As  a  child,  Alice  Lenora  Scarseth  (Haggerty)  recalls  stopping  at  her  grand 
parent's  Decorah  Prairie  farm  when  travelling  to  Galesville  from  her  father's 
farm.  The  custom  was  to  stop  for  refreshments  and  get  their  grandparents' 
grocery  order  on  the  way  into  town.  The  groceries  were  dropped  off  on  the  way 
home. 

One  of  the  oldest  photographs  that  we  have  (ca.  1885-1890)  is  of  Martinus 
and  Kari  sitting  with  their  son  Marinus  beside  them  on  horseback  in  front  of  the 
house  that  they  built.  It  is  not  evident  whether  the  photo  was  taken  at  the 
original  farm  in  Hardies  Creek  or  in  Decorah  Prairie  since  both  houses  have 
been  remodeled  extensively;  based  on  Marinus'  age  (24),  it  was  probably 
Decorah  Prairie.  The  large,  high  backed  chair  that  Martinus  is  sitting  on  was 
made  by  him  from  Wisconsin  willow.  This  chair  was  in  continuous  use  by  the 
family  through  the  late  1930's;  it  went  from  their  daughter-in-law  Clara's  house 
to  Clara's  daughter,  Ella,  where  it  ultimately  disappeared. 

Like  many  immigrants,  Martinus  and  Kari  Scarseth  were  concerned  that  their 
native  names  either  could  not  be  pronounced  in  the  United  States  or  would 
make  them  different.  For  this  reason,  they  adopted  the  name  "Johnson"  for  a 
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period  of  time  until  the  four  sons  I.B.,  M.M.,  Julius,  and  C.M.,  as  they  were 
known,  discovered  the  name  change  and  insisted  that  they  go  back  to  the  family 
name.  Apparently  the  family  name  was  "Americanized”  by  changing  Skarseth 
to  Scarseth  at  that  time.  However,  a  note  Lloyd  Scarseth  wrote  in  1977  about 
his  grandfather  Matt  retained  the  Skarseth  spelling. 

Martinus  and  Kari  lived  on  the  farm  then  owned  by  their  son  Idius  B.  until 
Martinus'  death  July  4,  1910.  Kari  died  little  more  than  a  month  after  him,  on 
August  8.  They  are  both  buried  under  a  large  pine  tree  in  the  new  cemetery  at 
the  Hardies  Creek  Lutheran  Church.  Their  headstone  is  inscribed  "Velsignet 
Vcere  Eders  Minde,"  or  blessed  be  their  memory.  They  are  buried  in  a  family 
plot  with  their  oldest  son  Carl,  his  wife  Clara,  and  three  of  their  children  Cora- 
Constance,  Cora  and  Laura. 

Martinus'  brother  named  Andreas  (called  Andrew  here),  came  to  America 
from  Biri,  but  not  necessarily  at  the  same  time.  Andrew  J.  was  married  to  Mina 
and  had  several  children  including  Julia,  Ingvold,  Louise,  Albert  and  Theodore. 
Albert  had  two  sons  (Arthur  and  ?),  one  of  whom  moved  to  Scobey  or  Moulton, 
Montana,  reportedly  opened  a  store,  and  retained  the  Skarseth  spelling. 

Ingvold  had  four  children  (Bernard,  Janet,  Margaret  and  a  son)  and  lived  in 
Centerville.  Theodore  did  not  marry.  Andrew  was  a  grocer  in  Galesville.  His 
son  Albert  pursued  the  same  business  in  Galesville,  he  built  the  "new"  country 
store  with  living  quarters  upstairs  around  1920  in  Hardies  Creek  when  the 
relocated  highway  bypassed  Albert  Baardseth's  Hardies  Creek  Store.  It  was 
sold  to  the  John  Toppen  family  in  1921  when  the  Scarseths  moved  back  to 
Galesville. 

A  gravestone  in  the  old  Pioneer  Cemetery  located  approximately  1  mile 
south  of  the  Hardies  Creek  Church  has  the  names  Beathe  and  Ingeborg 
Skarseth.  Andrew  and  Martinus  had  two  younger  sisters  named  Beathe  and 
Ingeborg.  Although  not  realized  by  the  Scarseth  family  until  1992,  it  appears 
that  four  of  Johannes  Henrickson  Skarseth's  children  came  to  America,  (see 
The  First  Skarseths). 
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Martinus  J  and  Kari  (Knudsen)  Scarseth  with  son  Marinus  (24  years)  on  horseback  at 
their  home.  Based  on  Marinus'  age  (approximately  1891),  this  is  probably  the  house 
later  purchased  and  operated  by  I.B.  Scarseth.  Martinus  and  Kari  both  emigrated  from 
Biri  Norway  but  were  married  in  Wisconsin.  Kari  is  holding  the  family  Bible,  which  has 
been  lost.  A  fine  poet,  artist  and  craftsman,  Martinus  made  the  willow  chair  he  is  sitting 
on;  this  chair  was  handed  down  through  at  least  four  generations  before  it  was  lost. 


Skarseth  Gaar  (farm)  near  Biri,  Norway  (ca.  1955)  first  established  by  that  name 
in  1669  just  nine  years  after  all  land  was  claimed  by  the  king. 


C.M.  Scarseth  farm  (ca.  1955)  in  Hardie's  Creek,  Wisconsin.  This  was  the 
Scarseth  Homestead,  first  established  by  Martinus  J.  and  Kari  (Knudsen) 
Scarseth.  In  1992,  the  house,  the  large  barn,  and  the  ice  house  (building  to 
right  of  house  with  roof  vent)  are  standing.  The  farm  is  owned  and  operated  by 
Harlan  and  Janet  (Ekern)  Schmidt. 


Carl  M.  and  Clara  (Semb)  Scarseth 

Carl  M.  Scarseth  was  born  on  his  parent's  farm  in  section  27-34  E,  Gale 
Township  April  28,  1862,  the  son  of  Martinus  J.  and  Kari  (Knudson)  Scarseth. 
His  parents  were  natives  of  Biri,  Norway;  the  father  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1857  and  settled  in  Gale  Township  in  1860  at  the  time  of  his  marriage. 

Carl  M.  attended  the  Glasgow  school  in  this  township.  When  about  16  or  17 
years  of  age  he  began  working  for  others  at  intervals,  though  residing  on  the 
home  farm.  On  October  6,  1886,  he  was  married  to  Clara  Semb,  daughter  of 
Ole  O.  and  Kari  (Ekern)  Semb,  who  were  natives  of  Biri,  Norway.  The  Sembs 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1851,  locating  in  La  Cross  County,  and  later  on 
Hardies  Creek,  Trempealeau  County,  Wisconsin.  This  marriage  became  part  of 
an  unusual  mixture  of  relationships.  Three  of  the  seven  Semb  daughters 
married  Anderson  brothers,  and  two  married  Scarseth  brothers.  There  were  18 
double  cousins  in  the  three  Anderson  families  and  7  in  the  two  Scarseth 
families. 

In  the  year  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Scarseth  bought  his  parents'  homestead 
(1887),  containing  144  acres  of  improved  land  on  Black  River,  on  which  he 
conducted  general  farming,  including  stock  raising  and  dairying.  His  farm  was 
one  of  the  best  equipped  in  this  vicinity,  the  buildings  being  thoroughly  modern, 
and  his  machinery  and  implements  adequate  to  the  demand  of  scientific 
farming.  He  was  an  accomplished  farmer.  In  the  first  Glasgow  Community  Club 
Corn  Show  in  1917,  C.M.  won  third  place  for  "Best  Peck  of  Late  Oats"  and 
second  place  for  "Best  Peck  of  Early  Potatoes."  He  was  also  a  stockholder  in 
the  Arctic  Springs  Creamery  and  the  Western  Telephone  Company,  and  for  16 
years  served  as  clerk  of  his  school  district.  Beginning  in  1900,  he  was  secretary 
of  the  Ettrick  Scandinavia  Insurance  Company.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican 
and  served  as  supervisor  for  one  term. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scarseth  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  Cora  Constance, 
born  October  19,  1887,  who  died  December  28,  the  same  year;  Octive  Melvin, 
born  October  31,  1888;  Cora,  May  24,  1890  ;  Laura,  March  27,  1892,  and 
Hulda,  July  11,1 895;  all  of  whom  resided  at  home  in  1917.  The  family  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  of  which  Mr.  Scarseth  served  as  treasurer  for 
more  than  25  years. 
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A  meadow  bounded  on  the  south  and  east  by  a  magnificent  stand  of  pines 
was  used  by  the  community  as  a  picnic  area  and  ball  field.  The  Glasgow 
Hardies  Creek  Get-Together  Club  celebrated  its  Fourth  of  July  gatherings  there, 
complete  with  paid  speakers.  The  pines  and  meadow  were  still  beautifully 
impressive  in  1992.  Margaret  Suttie's  delightful  book  "Mid  Hills  of  Home" 
contains  a  verse  about  the  first  year  a  local  person  was  invited  to  speak  at  this 
community  gathering. 


Many  years  ago  near  Scarseth's  pines 
When  our  Get  To-gether  Club  was  young 
They  held  a  community  picnic 
And  many  songs  were  sung. 

The  main  speaker  of  that  day 

Was  a  local  gent  so  true 

By  the  name  of  Dewey  Baardseth, 

A  name  all  home  folks  knew. 

He  said  he  hoped  our  communities 
Together  would  always  stick 
Till  the  hills  of  Glasgow 
Filled  valleys  of  Hardies  "Crick." 
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C.M.  and  Clara  (Semb)  Scarseth  with  children;  (left  to  right)  Hulda,  Laura,  Cora  and  Octive. 


Marinus  and  Clara  (Evenson)  Scarseth 

Marinus  Melvin  Scarseth,  who  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  August  25,  1911, 
was  engaged  in  operating  the  old  Ole  Hemma  farm  of  160  acres  in  sections  21 
and  28  E,  Gale  Township,  was  born  in  this  township  February  5,  1867.  His 
parents  were  Martinus  M.  and  Kari  (Knudson)  Scarseth,  both  natives  of  Biri, 
Norway,  who  were  married  in  Wisconsin.  They  were  early  settlers  in  Gale 
Township. 

Marinus  M.  Scarseth  was  the  third  born  in  a  family  of  four  children.  In  his 
boyhood  he  attended  the  district  school  at  Glasgow,  Gale  Township,  but  began 
industrial  life  at  an  early  age,  beginning  to  work  out  on  farms  when  14  years  old. 
He  continued  to  be  thus  occupied  until  his  marriage,  at  which  time  he 
purchased  the  farm  which  was  his  home  until  his  death.  He  was  an  active, 
industrious  man,  highly  esteemed  by  his  neighbors  and  his  passing  away  on 
August  25,  1911  in  middle  life  was  widely  regretted.  In  addition  to  his  farm  he 
owned  27  acres  of  woodland  on  the  river. 

September  17,  1891,  Marinus  Scarseth  was  united  in  marriage  with  Clara 
Evenson,  who  was  born  on  January  12,  1869  in  Biri,  Norway,  daughter  of  Bernt 
and  Lena  (Ekern)  Evenson.  Clara,  the  oldest  of  the  three  girls,  came  to  this 
country  with  her  parents  when  she  was  only  6  weeks  old.  Clara  died  on  August 
17,  1954  in  Plittersdorph,  Germany  where  she  was  living  with  her  daughter 
Alice  Lenora  Scarseth  Haggerty  while  stationed  at  the  U.S.  Embassy.  Both 
Clara  and  Marinus  are  buried  in  the  new  cemetery  at  the  Hardies  Creek 
Lutheran  Church. 

Marinus  and  Clara  were  married  in  a  Lutheran  Church  in  La  Crosse, 
Wisconsin  where  Clara  lived  with  her  parents.  Marinus  and  Clara  were  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Ella  (1896-1952),  wife  of  Elmer  Evenson;  Alice  Lenora 
(March  30,  1903),  who  married  John  James  "Jack"  Haggerty;  and  Milton 
Bernard  (August  22,  1908-September  21,  1981),  married  to  Jean  Sacia.  Ella 
was  born  in  the  old  Hemma  farm  house  before  it  was  extensively  remodeled; 
the  kitchen  of  the  newer  house  is  the  log  part  of  the  old  house.  Ella  told  of 
having  to  go  outside  and  climb  a  ladder  to  enter  the  sleeping  loft.  Ella  and 
Elmer  were  the  first  couple  to  be  married  in  the  new  Hardies  Creek  Church;  they 
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had  two  girls,  Eleanor  and  Marjorie.  Ella  and  Elmer  are  buried  in  Galesville  in 
the  Pine  Cliff  Cemetery.  Alice  and  Jack  had  two  boys,  John  Scarseth  and 
Edward  Denis.  Jack  died  June  19,  1973  and  Alice  on  January  5,  1993;  both  are 
buried  at  the  United  Vale  Methodist  Church  in  Oakton,  Virginia.  Milton  and 
Jean  had  six  children:  Anne  (deceased),  John,  Claire,  Stephen,  Jeanne  and 
Paul.  Milton  died  in  New  York  City,  where  he  lived  with  his  children  John  and 
Claire;  he  and  his  daughter  Anne  are  buried  with  his  parents  in  the  new 
cemetery  at  the  Hardies  Creek  Lutheran  Church. 

In  1901,  Marinus  and  Clara  donated  the  land  used  for  the  1-room  Hardies 
Creek  Country  School  located  within  1/4  mile  of  the  family  buildings.  The  creek 
which  runs  through  the  farm  and  beside  the  school  is  named  after  Hardie,  a 
Scottish  family  who  pioneered  the  area.  Alice,  Ella  and  Milton  all  went  to  the 
school  for  their  first  8  years  of  education.  The  school  operated  continuously, 
serving  many  other  Scarseths,  until  it  burned  on  March  14,  1950  when  the 
wood  stove  malfunctioned. 

Ella  and  Milton  went  to  Gale  College  in  Galesville  after  leaving  the  Hardies 
Creek  school.  Gale  College  is  a  4-year  boarding  high  school  primarily  attended 
by  Scandinavian  children  (History  of  Trempealeau  County,  p.  85).  After 
finishing  8th  grade  and  passing  the  8th  grade  exam,  Alice  lived  with  her  Aunt 
Aemelia  and  Uncle  Albert  Pederson  in  the  village  of  Ettrick,  Wisconsin  where 
she  completed  9th  and  10th  grade  in  the  Ettrick  "graded  school."  From  Ettrick, 
Alice  attended  11th  and  12th  grades  at  Galesville  High  School  (not  Gale 
College)  where  she  graduated  in  1920. 

In  politics  Mr.  Scarseth  was  independent.  Though  he  gave  his  chief 
attention  to  his  farm,  he  took  an  active  interest  in  the  progress  and  development 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  He  served  as  a  founding  school  board 
member  in  1900,  school  treasurer  for  a  number  of  years  and  was  the  school 
director  in  1909  when  Ella  graduated  from  8th  grade  during  the  first  graduation 
exercises  held  in  the  school.  The  family  were  members  of  the  Hardies  Creek 
Lutheran  Church. 

After  Marinus'  death,  Hans  Skarseth  (son  of  Ole  Skarseth)  came  to  America 
and  lived  with  the  family  for  approximately  5  years  during  which  time  he  worked 
the  farm.  He  apparently  shared  in  the  profits  and  saved  his  money,  since  it  was 
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rumored  that  he  returned  to  Norway  with  $10,000  in  savings.  We  haven't 
determined  exactly  what  Hans  did  between  1916  and  the  date  he  returned  to 
Norway.  He  worked  on  another  local  farm  (Barnet  or  Stellpflug)  for  a  period 
and  also  reportedly  went  to  Washington  State  where  Julius  and  Louise 
(Anderson)  Scarseth  had  moved.  We  have  a  photograph  taken  on  the  day  he 
returned  to  Norway,  dated  March  13,  1922.  In  the  photo  are  his  uncle,  Andrew 
Scarseth,  and  Andrew's  daughter,  Louise  Scarseth.  The  photo  was  taken  at 
Louise's  house  in  Galesville  where  she  lived  with  her  brother;  neither  child 
married.  Other  sources  date  his  return  in  1919  or  1920.  An  undated 
newspaper  clipping  reports  that  Hans  arrived  safely  after  sailing  from  New  York 
to  Bergen  on  the  vessel  Stavangerfjord.  The  ship,  which  carried  up  to  1181 
passengers,  was  represented  by  A.J.  Scarseth. 

The  farm  operated  continuously  as  a  dairy  farm  until  it  was  sold.  Marinus 
took  over  operation  from  Ole  Hemma  sometime  before  1891.  After  his  death  in 
1911,  Hans  Skarseth  operated  it  until  approximately  1916  when  Ella  and  Elmer 
Evenson  were  married  and  took  over  the  farm.  Ella  and  Elmer  operated  the 
farm  until  they  purchased  their  own  farm  in  Galesville  in  approximately  1935. 
Milton  and  his  wife  Jean  took  over  and  operated  the  farm  until  it  was  sold 
approximately  1965.  Alice  and  Jack  assumed  its  ownership  in  approximately 
1952. 

Clara  Scarseth  resided  on  the  homestead  until  Ella  and  Elmer  moved  in  and 
took  over  operation.  At  that  time  she  kept  house  for  Milton,  who  was  still  single, 
while  he  rented  the  McKenzie  farm  in  Decorah  Prairie.  She  moved  in  with  Ella 
and  Elmer  when  they  purchased  their  own  farm  in  1935  and  stayed  with  them  in 
Galesville  until  she  moved  to  Virginia  in  1939  to  live  with  Alice  and  Jack  until 
approximately  1946.  At  that  time,  she  returned  to  Wisconsin  and  lived  with  Ella 
and  Elmer  until  Ella  died  in  1952.  Clara  then  returned  to  Virginia  and 
subsequently  moved  to  Germany  with  Alice  and  Jack  where  she  died  in  1954. 
Clara  read  and  spoke  fluent  English,  but  wrote  only  in  Norwegian. 
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Wedding  picture  of  Marinus  M.  Scarseth  and  Clara  Agnetta  Evenson  on  September 
1891  in  a  Lutheran  Church  in  La  Cross,  Wisconsin.  In  that  era,  many  brides  wore  d 

dresses. 


Mouse  built  by  Marinus  and  Clara  Scarseth  in  Hardie’s  Creek,  where  Ella,  Alice  and  Milton  were  born.  The 
single  story  wing  on  the  left  is  the  kitchen  which  was  the  log  part  of  the  old  Ole  Hemma  log  cabin  before  it  was 
extensively  remodeled.  In  1992,  unfortunately  the  detail  work  and  the  porches  have  been  removed. 


Marinus  M.  and  Clara  Agnetta  (Ekern-Evenson)  Scarseth  with  children  Alice  (I),  Ella 
and  Milton  (infant)  in  late  summer  of  1909. 


Marinus  Scarseth,  taken 
soon  after  his  wedding  in 
1891. 


Ella  (I),  Alice  (r)  and  Milton 
Scarseth  approximately 
1913. 


Clara  Scarseth  (rt.  rear)  with  Ella  (rt.),  Alice 
(left)  and  Milton  on  front  porch  of  family  home 
in  Hardies  Creek  (approximately  1915) 


lara  Agnetta  Evenson  (January  12,  1869  - 
ugust  17,  1954),  wife  of  Marinus  Scarseth 


Clara  Scarseth  with  great  grandson  Lester  Ryder 


Ella  Scarseth  Evenson  (r),  oldest  daughter  of  Marinus  and  Clara  Scarseth,  and 
Hulda  Scarseth,  youngest  daughter  of  C.M.  Scarseth.  The  two  cousins  were 
students  at  Gale  College,  a  Lutheran  boarding  school. 


Clara  Scarseth  with  Lester  ,  son 
of  Marjorie  and  Edward  Ryder, 
taken  approximately  1950. 


Milton  Scarseth,  son  of  Marinus 
and  Clara  Scarseth.  Clara 
Scarseth  was  told  that  the  dense 
shade  from  the  beautiful,  tall 
trees  surrounding  the  house 
were  not  good  for  the  house  so 
she  had  them  taken  down. 
Milton  sits  on  one  of  the  stumps. 


Hans  Skarseth 
(left)  with  Andrew 
(brother  of 
Martinus) 
Scarseth  and 
daughter  Louise 
Scarseth  on  the 
day  that  Hans 
returned  to 
Norway.  The 
photo  is  dated 
March  13,  but  the 
year  is  uncertain 
(1919  -  1922). 


Milton  Scarseth  with 
Hans  Skarseth  while 
Hans  worked  the 
family  farm 
(approximately  1915). 

In  background  on 
porch  are  (left  to  right) 
Elmer  Evenson,  Alice 
Scarseth  (Haggerty), 
Clara  Scarseth,  and 
Ella  (Scarseth) 
Evenson. 


Idius  B.  and  Sena  (Semb)  Scarseth 

Idius  B.  Scarseth  was  born  August  24,  1868  on  his  parents  first  farm  South 
of  Hardies  Creek,  near  the  Black  River.  His  parents  were  Martinus  J.  and  Kari 
(Knudson)  Scarseth,  both  natives  of  Biri,  Norway.  Martinus  J.  Scarseth  was 
born  March  30,  1836  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1857  when  21  years  old. 
They  were  married  in  1860,  at  which  time  they  moved  to  Gale  Township 

Idius  B.  Scarseth  was  the  last  born  of  four  children.  In  his  boyhood  he 
attended  the  Glasgow  school,  and  from  the  age  of  17  to  that  of  24  worked  out  for 
others.  In  1893,  he  bought  his  parents'  second  farm  located  on  highway  54  in 
Decorah  Prairie,  section  31  E,  Gale  Township,  which  consisted  of  120  acres  of 
highly  improved  land.  He  resided  on  the  farm  until  he  died  and  was  recognized 
as  one  of  the  enterprising  and  successful  farmers  of  the  township.  He  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  in  breeding  Holstein  cattle  and  full-blooded  Poland- 
China  hogs.  His  farm  was  well  improved,  having  substantial  buildings  and  a  full 
equipment  of  all  necessary  tools  and  implements.  Mr.  Scarseth  was  a 
stockholder  in  the  Farmers'  Co-operative  Packing  Company  of  La  Crosse.  For 
over  20  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  school  board.  His  religious  affiliations 
were  with  the  Lutheran  church. 

September  6,  1893,  Mr.  Scarseth  was  married  to  Sena  Semb,  who  was  born 
in  Gale  Township,  Trempealeau  county,  daughter  of  Ole  O.  and  Kari  (Ekern) 
Semb.  Her  father  was  born  in  Biri,  Norway,  September  17,1835,  and  his  wife  in 
the  same  locality,  October  12,  1841.  They  came  to  the  United  States  in  1851, 
locating  in  Stevenstown,  La  Crosse  County,  where  Mr.  Semb  found 
employment  on  farms.  One  of  his  brothers  was  killed  in  the  Civil  War,  and  his 
father  and  another  brother  went  to  Minnesota,  where  ill  fortune  pursued  them 
also,  as  both  were  killed  by  the  Indians.  Ole  O.  Semb  also  went  to  Minnesota 
and  lived  there  for  awhile,  but  later  returned  to  Wisconsin,  locating  on  Hardies 
Creek  about  a  year  before  his  father  did.  Buying  land  there,  he  devoted  himself 
to  farming,  spending  the  rest  of  his  life  on  the  homestead.  His  death  occurred 
July  6,  1898.  At  various  times  he  served  the  township  in  local  office,  being 
regarded  by  his  neighbors  as  an  intelligent  public  spirited  citizen.  His  wife 
survived  him  a  number  of  years,  passing  away  January  11,  1911.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  their  daughter  Sena  (Mrs.  Scarseth)  was 
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the  seventh  in  order  of  birth.  She  was  educated  in  the  Glasgow  school,  where 
her  future  husband  was  fellow  pupil. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.B.  Scarseth  were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Julia,  wife  of 
Alfred  Ravnum,  a  farmer  residing  at  Glasgow,  Gale  Township;  Nora,  at  home  in 
1917;  George  Dewey,  who  attended  the  La  Crosse  County  School  of 
Agriculture,  and  was  also  at  home  in  1917;  Edwin  Julius,  Lester  Bernhard, 

Lloyd  Helmer  and  Clinton  Theodore,  who  were  educated  in  the  common 
schools.  Mr.  Scarseth  was  a  great  lover  of  fishing  and  hunting  and  made  some 
of  the  finest  catches  ever  made  in  Black  River.  His  wife  was  a  member  of  the 
Ladies'  Aid  Society  at  Hardies  Creek,  serving  as  secretary  of  the  society. 

Julia's  wedding  to  Alfred  Ravnum,  on  June  14,  1910,  was  the  largest  home 
wedding  ever  recorded  in  the  community.  People  came  not  only  from  Glasgow 
and  Hardies  Creek,  but  from  Decorah  Prairie,  Grant  and  Galesville.  The  bride 
and  groom  came  in  a  high  wagon  with  the  side-rakes  on  so  they  could  bring  the 
wedding  gifts  and  necessary  things  needed  to  set  up  housekeeping.  They  were 
perched  up  on  a  high  spring  seat  and  looked  "happy  as  larks"  as  they  passed  in 
review. 
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Idius  B.  and  Sena  (Semb)  Scarseth  on  their  50th  wedding  anniversary  on  their  farm  in  Decorah 
Prairie,  near  Galesville,  Wisconsin.  This  farm  was  the  second  established  by  Martinus  J.  and 
Kari  (Knudsen)  Scarseth.  I.B.  is  the  fourth  son  of  Martinus  J.  and  Kari  Scarseth.  I.B.  and  Sena 

had  seven  fine  children. 


The  five  sons  of  Idius  B.  and  Sena  (Semb)  Scarseth;  (left  to  right)  Lester,  Lloyd,  Clinton,  George  and  Edwin. 


Clinton  (I)  and  Lloyd  (r)  Scarseth,  sons  of  Idius  B.  and  Sena 
(Semb)  Scarseth.  Known  as  the  Sunset  Harmonizers,  they 
played  for  country  dances  and  for  the  radio.  Lloyd  was  a 
well  known  primitive  artist  who  recorded  rural  life  in 
Wisconsin  in  drawings  and  carvings. 
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A  collection  of  pen  and  ink  drawings  by  Lloyd  Scarseth, 
an  American  primitive  painter  in  his  70’s  who 
remembers  the  farm  woodlot,  the  team  of  horses  and  the 
“puttin  up  wood”  the  old  way. 

cabin. He  lives  there  today,  “working"  at  his 
painting. 


About  his  art. 


In  1941,  taking  time  away  from  farming,  he  had 
his  first  “invitational”  exhibit  in  Madison, 
Wisconsin.  At  that  time,  John  Steuart  Curry 
(noted  Kansas  painter)  was  quick  to  see  Lloyd’s 
original  primitive  style  and  told  him  to  keep  right 
on  with  it. 

The  chapter  about  Lloyd  in  RURAL  ARTISTS 
OF  WISCONSIN  by  J.  Barton,  refers  to  Lloyd’s 
work  as  “Roots  in  the  Earth."  While  working  in 
the  fields  and  woods  with  horses,  he  would  see 
things  he’d  like  to  paint.  After  farm  chores  were 
done,  and  the  cows  turned  out,  Lloyd  would  start 
painting. 

When  LIFE  Magazine  published  his  “Milking 
Time”*  they  described  it  “unusual  freshness  and 
charm.” 

This  still  holds  true  today.  What  Lloyd  lacks  in 
art  schooling  he  makes  up  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
nature  around  him.  And  fortunate  for  us  and  our 
children,  Lloyd  is  still  remembering  the  way  it 
was  in  his  “Puttin  up  wood." 

•Part  of  a  permanent  collection  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin 


A  little  bit  about  Lloyd. 


Lloyd  was  born  in  the  granary  (storage  for 
grain)  in  1906  at  the  home  farm,  where  three 
generations  of  Scarseth’s  had  farmed  in  Wisconsin. 
He  started  scribbling  at  the  age  of  three  on  the 
blank  pages  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  his 
father  s  books.  "I  spoiled  a  lot  of  good  books  that 
way,  and  my  father  didn't  like  it." 


Sun  up  to  sun  down  he  worked  farming  -milking 
cows  and  working  with  horses.  Finally  in  the  60’s, 
when  Chicago  was  getting  the  touch  telephone, 
Lloyd  bought  his  first  tractor. 

A  few  years  ago  he  moved  to  a  corner  of  the 
home  farm,  where  he  built  a  “modern"  log 
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Bernt  and  Lena  (Ekern)  Evenson 


Bernt  and  Lena  (Ekern)  Evenson  were  natives  of  Biri,  Norway,  but  were 
married  in  Wisconsin.  He  was  born  in  1846  and  she  in  1847.  Bernt  came  to  the 
vicinity  when  a  young  man,  worked  out  for  a  number  of  years,  but  later  became 
a  land  owner  and  farmer  in  Trempealeau  County  (just  north  of  the  Hardies 
Creek  Church).  Lena  was  a  founding  member  of  the  Church's 
"Kvinderforening"  (women's  group)  in  1890.  Subsequently  they  moved  to  La 
Crosse,  where  he  was  employed  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  lumber  mills. 
Afterwards  they  returned  to  the  farm  and  resided  on  it  until  about  1904,  when 
they  took  up  residence  with  their  daughter  Laura  and  her  husband,  Albert 
J.Baardseth,  who  were  then  living  at  Ettrick.  Lena  died  in  1907,  probably  while 
Baardseths  were  living  in  Galesville  where  they  had  moved  in  1906.  When  Mr. 
Baardseth  moved  from  Galesville  to  establish  the  new  store  in  Hardies  Creek  in 
1910,  Bernt  took  up  his  residence  with  his  daughter  Emelia  Pederson  at  Ettrick 
until  he  died  in  1918.  Both  Bernt  and  Lena  are  buried  in  the  Village  of  Ettrick  in 
the  Lutheran  Cemetery  near  his  daughter  Emelia  Pederson  and  her  husband 
Albert. 

The  Evensons  had  four  children.  The  first,  Clara  Agnetta,  who  was  born  on 
January  12,  1869  in  Biri,  Norway,  was  married  to  Marinus  Scarseth  in  a 
Lutheran  Church  in  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin  where  Clara  lived  with  her  parents. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scarseth  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Ella  (married  to  Elmer 
Evenson  on  her  parents  anniversary  date);  Alice  Lenora  (married  to  John 
James  Haggerty)  and  Milton  Bernard  (married  to  Jean  Sacia).  The  second, 
unnamed,  died  in  infancy  and  is  buried  in  the  Pioneer  Lutheran  Church 
Cemetery  in  Hardies  Creek  in  an  unmarked  grave.  The  third,  Emelia  was 
married  May  17,  1898,  to  Albert  M.  Pederson.  Their  children  are  Ira  (deceased), 
Marie  married  to  Bersing  (deceased)  was  living  in  Blair,  Wise,  in  1992  at  age 
89,  and  Albert  (deceased)  was  still  survived  by  his  wife  in  1917.  Their 
youngest  daughter,  Laura,  was  born  in  Hardies  Creek,  Gale  Township.  She 
attended  school  at  Beaver  Creek  and  married  Albert  J.  Baardseth  on 
September  10,  1903.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baardseth  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Archie  Burton,  who  was  born  October  7,  1904;  Lucille  Marian,  born  March  8, 
1906,  and  Vilas  Layton,  born  April  8.  1912. 
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Alice  Lenora  Scarseth  remembers  her  grandfather  fondly  as  a  very 
gentle  man.  Bernt  frequently  visited  his  daughter  Clara,  where  he  always  made 
himself  useful.  Never  completely  comfortable  with  the  English  language,  she 
remembers  him  answering  the  newly  installed  telephone  by  saying  "no  body, 
no  body  at  home."  Alice  and  Bernt  both  lived  with  Emelia  and  Albert  Pederson 
in  Ettrick,  Wisconsin  when  Bernt  died  in  1918. 

Bernt's  brother,  Andrew,  also  came  from  Norway  and  located  in  the  same 
area.  Andrew  married  Bertina  Johnson.  Their  children  were:  Minnie  (married  to 
Gilbertson,  daughter  Ethel  Olson,  born  December  10,  1912,  married  ??  Olson 
who  died  October  3,  1986),  Emil  Edward  (married  to  ?),  Rossie  (married  to  Olef 
Swenson),  Emma  (married  to  Otte  Affelt),  Flova  (married  to  Ludwig  Swenson), 
and  Olga  (married  to  Fred  Dahlby). 

Bernt's  parents  are  reported  to  have  emigrated  from  Norway  and  to  have 
lived  on  the  farm  owned  by  Bernt.  However,  Alice  Scarseth  Haggerty  has  no 
recollection  of  her  great  grandparents. 

Lena  Ekern's  sister  Beata  (1849-1885)  also  came  to  America  from  Biri 
Norway;  she  married  Nels  Nelson  (1848-1915).  Nels  changed  his  name  from 
Rosenvald  to  Nelson  because  of  difficulties  in  pronouncing  it  in  English;  like 
many,  an  anglicized  name  was  selected.  Nels  and  Beata  had  four  children: 
Oscar  (1879-1940),  Anna  (1880-1927),  Clara,  and  Bessie  (1885-1964).  Anna 
married  Lawrence  Baardseth;  their  children  were  Margaret  and  Dewey. 
Baardseth's  lived  across  the  road  from  the  Marinus  M.  Scarseth  family  farm 
in  Hardies  Creek.  Clara  married  Hans  Hanson  and  had  Oscar  (December  27, 
1904-April  7,  1974),  Ruth  (married  to  Cecil  Boardman,  son  is  Arlin),  Chester 
(June  22,  1906-October  12,  1976),  and  Gladys  (in  1984  Gladys  lived  in  a  trailer 
behind  Lloyd  Scarseth's  home  next  to  the  "Idius  Scarseth"  farm  then  owned  by 
Able).  Beata  died  of  diphtheria  two  weeks  after  Bessie  was  born.  Nels  then 
married  Elisa  (1856-1946);  they  had  Thomas  (unmarried,  1900-1936),  Hilda 
(married  Johnson,  lived  across  the  street  from  Ruth  Boardman  in  Galesville, 
Wisconsin  in  1984),  Julia  (single  1892-1951)  and  Octava  (in  nursing  home  in 
Galesville  in  1984).  Bessie  was  taken  into  the  home  of  Hans  Smikrud 
immediately  after  her  mother  died.  After  5  years,  she  returned  to  live  with  her 
father  and  stepmother  Elisa.  Her  half  sister  Hilda  Nelson  (Johnson)  informed 
Bessie  that  she  was  "spoiled."  Alice  Lenora  Scarseth  Haggerty  recalls 
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that  Julia  was  her  teacher  for  6  years  in  the  1-room  Hardies  Creek  school;  she 
was  Alice's  favorite  teacher. 

Chester  and  Oscar  Hanson  are  buried  in  the  Hardies  Creek  Lutheran 
Church.  All  of  the  Nelson  family  are  buried  in  the  Amoth  Hill  Cemetery,  known 
as  the  Stensven's  Coulee,  a  restored  cemetery.  It  was  a  terrible  day  that  Bessie 
Nelson  was  buried.  The  Wisconsin  spring  thaw  made  the  dirt  roads  almost 
impassible.  A  tractor  had  to  be  used  to  pull  Bessie's  coffin  up  the  steep  hill. 

This  incident  caused  public  sentiment  to  rise  and  the  Town  Council  improved 
the  road.  Other  names  in  the  Nelson  family  cemetery  plot  are:  Albert  Nelson 
(1872-1876),  Ida  Nelson  (1874-1876),  Netta  Nelson  (  1881-1889),  Ida  Nelson 
(1877-1889),  Netta  Nelson  (1891-1892),  Ingeborg  Nelson  (1821-1894)  and  Ole 
Nelson  (1823-1909). 

Marie  Ekern  Skjolaas,  who  lives  in  Kolbu,  Toten,  Norway  about  6  miles 
south  of  Biri,  provided  much  important  information  about  the  Ekern  family  in 
Norway  (see  the  Ekern  family  trees  for  both  Norwegian  and  American 
branches).  Marie  Skjolaas  is  a  second  cousin  to  Alice  Lenora  Scarseth 
Haggerty.  She  wrote  in  1984  that  there  had  been  correspondence  between 
Wisconsin  and  Norway  until  war  broke  out  in  Norway  in  about  1940.  Marie 
remembers  her  grandfather  receiving  Clara  (Ekern-Evenson)  Scarseth's  letter 
and  photo  album  containing  photos  of  Ella,  Alice  and  Milton.  Until 
correspondence  was  resumed  in  1984,  the  families  lost  touch. 

One  of  the  most  exciting  things  we  learned  was  the  identity  of  people 
appearing  in  a  group  of  very  old  photographs.  These  included  original  photos 
of  Andreas  and  Kristense  Bratstigen-Ekern  (Lena's  parents),  his  sister  and 
brother,  and  most  of  their  1 1  children.  Antonethe,  Marie,  Petter  and  Birgithe 
moved  to  Lillehammer,  a  small  town  about  15  miles  north  of  Biri.  Marie 
Bratstigen-Ekern  married  a  man  named  Mengshoel  and  they  had  a  child  named 
Oskar.  Marie  died  at  a  young  age  while  Oskar  was  still  a  little  boy.  After  Marie's 
death,  Birgithe  married  Mengshoel  and  was  like  a  mother  to  the  boy,  but  she 
herself  had  no  children.  Oskar  moved  to  Oslo,  at  the  time  named  Christiania. 
Marie  Skjolaas  observed  that  "all  of  the  11  children  were  hard  working  and 
clever,  good  people.” 
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Many  Ekern  families  in  Hardies  Creek  emigrated  from  Biri,  Norway,  but  were 
unrelated  since  they  came  from  several  different  farms  called  "Ekern."  Andreas 
and  Kristense  Bratstigen  were  apparently  the  first  of  our  family  to  adopt  the 
Ekern  name.  Their  "Ekern  Gaar,"  or  farm,  is  located  at  the  west  side  of  lake 
Mjosa,  near  Biri.  In  1985,  the  Ekern  Gaar  was  owned  and  operated  by  Marie's 
oldest  brother,  Kristian.  She  anticipated  his  son,  Andreas  would  soon  take  over 
the  farm.  Marie  enclosed  a  photo  of  Ekern  Gaar  which  showed  the  restored 
white  farm  house  built  by  Andreas,  that  was  the  childhood  home  to  Lena's 
generation  as  well  as  to  Marie.  The  house,  barn,  and  out-buildings  appear 
solid  and  simple. 

Petra  and  Klara  Huskelus,  the  twin  daughters  of  Oline  (Ekern)  Huskelus 
moved  to  Wisconsin  in  1903  when  they  were  only  17.  Their  parents  died  early, 
and  they  along  with  their  sister,  Lina,  grew  up  on  Ekern  Gaar  with  Marie's  father 
and  his  sister.  These  are  probably  the  "family"  that  Alice  Lenora  Scarseth 
remembers  meeting  as  a  child. 

Kristense  and  Andreas  Ekern  died  in  Biri  and  are  buried  at  a  cemetery  in  Biri 
where  Marie's  parents  (Anton  and  ?)  are  also  buried. 
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Bernt  and  Lena  (Ekern)  Evenson  with  their  youngest  daughter  Laura.  Bernt  and  Le 
emigrated  from  Biri,  Norway,  but  were  married  in  Wisconsin  and  had  three  surviv 
dauqhters  Laura  married  Albert  Baardseth  and  had  three  children. 
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The  three  daughters  of 
Lena  Ekern  and  Bernt 
Evenson.  Clara  Scarseth 
is  sitting  on  the  box,  Laura 
Baardseth  is  standing  and 
Emelia  Pederson  is  sitting 
on  the  willow  chair  made 
by  Martinus  Scarseth. 

The  photograph  was 
taken  on  Clara's  farm. 


Marie  &  Ira  Pederson 
(center)  children  of  Emelia 
Evenson  and  Albert 
Pederson  with  Lucille  & 
Archie  Baardseth  (left  and 
right)  children  of  Laura 
Evenson  and  Albert 
Baardseth.  All  three 
daughters  of  Bernt  and 
Lena  Evenson  had  three 
children. 
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Torgeir-Kyrre  Gunhild  Trine  Ranveig  Haaken  Heidi  Marie 


LILLE  MAM 


ETH 


4/ 


ndreas  and  Kristense 
ratstigen  Ekern 


Mathea  Hegge  Haugen: 
sister  of  Andreas 


Ole  Bratstigen: 
brother  of  Andreas 


Gjestvang:  son-in-law  of 
Mathea  Hegge  Haugen 


Mathea  Bratstigen: 
wife  of  Ole 


Kristian  Ekern:  son  of 
Andreas  &  Kristense 


Kristine  Ekern:  daughter 
of  Andreas  and  Kristense 


Oline  Huskelhus:  daughter 
of  Andreas  and  Kristense 


Marie  Mengshoel:  daughter 
of  Andreas  and  Kristense 
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Antonethe  Hoff:  daughter 
of  Andreas  and  Kristense 


Petter  Ekern:  son  of 
Andreas  and  Kristense 


Albert  m.  and  Emelia  (Evenson)  Pederson 

Albert  M.  Pederson,  merchant,  miller  and  leading  citizen  of  Ettrick,  was  a 
native  of  the  village  where  he  resided  in  1917,  having  first  seen  the  light  of  day 
August  27,  1874,  in  the  home  of  his  parents,  Iver  and  Mary  (Nelson)  Pederson, 
the  pioneers.  As  a  boy  he  attended  the  school  of  his  neighborhood,  and  later 
was  accorded  the  advantages  of  a  course  at  Galesville  University,  later  Gale 
College.  Still  later  he  rounded  out  his  education  with  a  year  at  the  Wisconsin 
State  Normal  School  at  River  Falls.  From  his  earliest  boyhood  he  assisted  his 
father  in  his  numerous  business  ventures,  and  in  1898  became  a  partner  in  the 
business.  After  the  father’s  death,  the  estate  was  incorporated  as  the  Iver 
Pederson  Company  where  Albert  was  president  and  manager.  This  concern, 
which  conducted  the  store  and  the  flour  and  grist  mill,  flourished,  and  became 
one  of  the  strong  commercial  assets  of  the  village.  In  addition  to  its  holdings  in 
Ettrick,  it  owned  various  tracts  of  valuable  land  throughout  Trempealeau 
County,  especially  in  the  Ettrick  Valley.  Mr.  Pederson  was  a  public-spirited 
citizen,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  Ettrick,  Bank  of  Galesville  and  the 
Wisconsin  Telephone  Company.  He  did  valuable  service  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  for  twelve  years,  and  served  on  numerous  committees  and 
delegations.  His  fraternal  association  was  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  He  and  his  family  were  staunch  supporters  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
church. 

Mr.  Pederson  was  married  May  17,1898,  to  Emelia  Evenson,  also  a  native 
of  Ettrick  Township,  daughter  of  Bernt  and  Lena  (Ekern)  Evenson,  natives  of 
Biri,  Norway,  who  came  to  America  in  the  winter  of  1868  and  located  in  Gale 
Township.  Emelia  and  Albert  Pederson  had  one  daughter,  Marie  Pederson 
Bersing.  Alice  Lenora  Scarseth  Haggerty  lived  with  the  Pedersons  while  she 
attended  9th  and  10th  grades  in  Ettrick. 
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V  V 


Emelia  Evenson  and  Albert  M. 
Pederson  married  on  May  17,  1898. 


One  of  the  last  photographs  of  Alice 
Scarseth’s  Aunt  and  Uncle  with  whom 
she  lived  in  Ettrick  while  she  attended 
9th  and  10th  grades.  Alice  shared  a 
room  with  their  daughter  Marie.  Alice's 
grandfather  Bernt  Evenson  lived  with 
Pedersons  during  the  same  period  and 
died  while  Alice  lived  with  them. 
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Brick  Mansion  at  Ettrick  •  Ik.’ Jr***^^  C  *X'  'H*  e 0-ku) 

This  Old  House  Is  Livable 


OF  FORMER  DAYS  .  .. .  Cupolas,  cherry  mfllwork,  etched 
glass  doors  and  a  graceful  open  stairway  help  make  for  gracious 
living  in  this  ornate  11-room  house  built  on  a  knoll  overlooking 
Ettrick.  Iver  Pederson,  who  lived  here,  platted  the  village.  (Mrs. 
C.  A.  Brye  photo) 


By  MRS.  C.  A.  BRYE 
Daily  News  Correspondent 

ETTRICK,  Wis.  (Special)  —  The 
67-year-old  Iver  Pederson  brick 
mansion,  long  a  landmark  in  Et¬ 
trick,  is  the  home  of  the  only  sur¬ 
vivor  of  the  Pederson  family,  Mrs. 
Anna- Birge. 

The  11-room  house,  with  ivy- 
covered  front,  is  built  in  the  or¬ 
nate  style  of  the  period  when  it 
was  erected.  The  date  1894  is  on 
a  plaque  on  the  front  of  the  dwell¬ 
ing. 

Situated  on  a  knoll  with  spacious 
lawns,  the  home  is  surrounded  by 
Norway  pines  and  shade  trees. 

Besides  the  11  rooms,  there  are 
porches,  closets,  cupolas,  a  full 
attic  and  a  full  basement.  Floors 
are  of  hardwood  and  the  mill  work 
is  of  cherry.  Doors  entering  the 
reception  hall  are  of  etched  glass 
and  reveal  a  graceful,  open,  curv¬ 
ing  stairway.  The  electric  light 
globes  in  the  hall  are  of  star-cut 
frosted  glass.  In  the  hallway  the 
Lord’s  Prayer  and  Ten  Command¬ 
ments,  in  Norwegian,  are  hung  in 
an  antique  frame. 

MRS.  BIRGE,  daughter  of  Ivor 

Pederson,  is  now  70.  She  occupies 
the  downstairs  rooms  in  the  great 
house  and  has  an  apartment  made 
of  the  upstairs  rooms  which  she 
leases.  She  owns  many  antiques  in¬ 
cluding  some  of  the  original  kero¬ 
sene  lamps  that  were  in  the  home, 
now  electrified.  She  has  many 
pieces  of  valuable  walnut  furniture 
that  once  belonged  to  her  parents. 

The  home  was  built  by  local 
contractors,  the  Runnestrand  bro¬ 
thers.  Knut  and  Elling.  The  Peder¬ 
son  family  moved  into  the  home 
when  Mrs.  Birge  was  3. 

Mrs.  Birge  was  born  in  Ettrick, 
June  29,  1891.  She  was  married 
in  the  home  to  Maurice  Birge,  a 
pharmacist  who  for  many  years 
operated  a  drug  store  at  Elk 
Mound,  Wis.  He  died  in  1931.  She 


met  her  future  husband  while  both 
were  attending  Gale  College  in 
Galesville. 

Following  his  death  Mrs.  Birge 
was  a  buyer  and  saleslady  for  de¬ 
partment  stores  in  Eau  Claire  for 
many  years.  Two  years  ago  she 
retired  and  moved  into  her  old 
home  in  Ettrick.  She  has  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  G.  F.  (Marjorie) 
Rylander  and  Mrs.  Lewis  (Mary) 
Coyer,  both  of  Eau  Claire,  and  four 
grandchildren. 

IVER  PEDERSON,  who  was 

born  in  Norway  March  13,  1842,' 
came  here  in  1870  from  French- 
ville  to  establish  Ettrick’s  first 
store,  now  owned  by  Mrs.  C.  A. 
Brye.  A  civil  war  veteran,  he 
served  with  Company  K,  25th  Wis¬ 


consin  Regiment,  in  1862.  He  was 
first  stationed  in  Minnesota  where 
tbe  company  fought  the  Indians 
near  New  Dim.  In  1862  Pederson, 
with  his  company,  was  sent  to 
Columbus,  Ky.,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Jeremiah  Rusk,  where  be 
fought  at  Vicksburg  and  Jackson. 
He  participated  in  the  Battle  of 
Atlanta  under  Sherman  and  made 
the  famous  march  through  Geor¬ 
gia.  He  survived  the  war  unwound¬ 
ed  and  was  discharged  in  1865. 

He  was  one  of  the  electors  when 
William  McKinley  was  made  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  United  States.  In  1866 
he  opened  a  store  at  Frenchville 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Ole  Scow, 
as  a  partner. 

After  coming  to  Ettrick  Peder¬ 
son  laid  out  the  plot  of  the  vil¬ 


lage.  Pederson’s  enterprise  and 
business  capacity  were  revealed  in 
its  growth.  As  new  methods  were 
advanced,  he  adopted  them.  He 
soon  saw  the  need  of  a  flour  mill 
and  turned  his  attention  to  this 
industry.  In  1884  he  completed  a 
mill  having  a  capacity  of  750 
barrels  a  day.  It  has  long  since 
been  razed,  but  the  foundations 
still  remain  on  Beaver  Creek  west 
of  the  village. 

PEDERSON  also  was  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  establishing  a  woolen  mill 
and  a  creamery.  The  old  woolen 
mill  still  stands  and  is  operated 
a  part  of  each  year  -by  George 
Kutcher,  Sparta,  who  comes  here 
to  wash  and  prepare  wool  batts 
for  quilts. 

Pederson  was  a  promoter  of  the 
Ettrick  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
president.  He  donated  the  ground 
on  which  the  Ettrick  Lutheran 
Church  stands,  and  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  establishing  the  congre¬ 
gation  here. 

Mr.  Pederson  married  Mary  Nel¬ 
son,  who  was  born  in  Norway  in 
1852.  She  died  in  1934.  Mrs.  Ped¬ 
erson  was  the  first  president  of 
the  Ettrick  Lutheran  Ladies  Aid. 
The  first  meetings,  before  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  a  church,  were  held  in  her 
home.  The  couple  had  four  chil¬ 
dren,  Mrs.  Peter  (Emma)  Ben- 
rud,  Mrs.  Carl  (Ida)  Aaby,  Al¬ 
bert,  and  Mrs.  Birge,  the  only  one 
living. 

AT  THE  TIME  Mr.  Pederson 

moved  to  Ettrick  there  were  only 
two  families  living  here.  A  recent 
visitor  with  Mrs.  Birge  was  Mrs. 
Ida  Erickson,  80,  Monroe,  Wis., 
whose  father,  named  Edmunds, 
owned  the  blacksmith  shop  in  Et¬ 
trick. 

Mr.  Edmunds  did  the  metal  work 
on  the  steeple  of  the  Ettrick  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  and  erected  the  or¬ 
namental  spires  on  the  Pederson 
mansion. 
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Albert  J.  and  Laura  (Evenson)  Baardseth 

Albert  J.  Baardseth,  proprietor  of  a  general  store  and  feed  mill  at  Hardies 
Creek,  Gale  Township,  was  born  at  Hardies  Creek  July  4,  1879.  His  parents 
were  Andrew  and  Mary  (Hemma)  Baardseth,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Ringsaker,  Norway.  Andrew  Baardseth  came  to  the  United  States  when  30 
years  of  age,  about  1867,  locating  in  Lewis  Valley,  La  Crosse  County.  For  13 
winters  he  worked  in  the  pineries  and  in  the  summers  on  farms.  He  then  bought 
land  near  North  Bend,  Jackson  County,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  there  for 
seven  or  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  located  on  the  farm  on  which  his 
son  Albert  J.  was  born,  and  where  he  was  still  living  in  1917,  though  it  was  then 
the  property  of  his  son.  His  wife  Mary,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Wisconsin, 
died  in  1885,  at  Hardies  Creek. 

Mr.  Albert  Baardseth  was  the  fourth  born  of  his  parents'  six  children.  He 
acquired  his  elementary  education  at  the  Glasgow  school  in  Gale  Township 
and  was  later  graduated  from  the  La  Crosse  Business  College,  March  27,  1902. 
At  the  age  of  17  years  he  began  working  for  others  and  so  continued  at  intervals 
until  1902.  He  then  began  clerking  in  a  general  store  at  Ettrick  and  was  thus 
occupied  for  four  years.  In  1906,  he  then  became  associated  with  D.  H.  Strand 
in  the  firm  of  D.  H.  Strand  &  Co.,  general  merchants  at  Galesville,  where  he 
carried  on  business  for  three  years  and  a  half.  In  1910,  he  opened  his  own 
store  on  the  main  road  in  Hardies  Creek  just  west  of  his  old  home,  which  had  a 
floor  space  of  30  by  42  feet,  a  basement  and  living  quarters  on  the  back.  He 
carried  a  general  line  of  groceries,  dry  goods,  ready-to-wear  furnishings, 
hardware,  crockery,  boots  and  shoes,  and  such  other  articles  as  make  up  the 
stock  of  a  first  class  general  store.  The  store  was  a  welcomed  addition  to  the 
residents  who  previously  had  to  go  to  Galesville  to  shop.  He  also  owned  126 
acres  of  land,  on  which  his  store  was  located,  which  he  also  operated  in 
connection  with  his  mercantile  business.  Mr.  Baardseth  kept  a  number  of  cows 
and  was  engaged  in  dairying,  but  gave  his  personal  attention  chiefly  to  his 
mercantile  business.  Aside  from  these  interests,  he  was  a  stockholder  and 
director  in  the  Farmers  and  Merchants  State  Bank  at  Galesville,  the 
Independent  Harvester  Company  of  Plano,  III.,  and  the  Waseca  Milling 
Company  at  Waseca,  Minn. 

Mr.  Baardseth  was  married,  September  10,  1903,  to  Laura  Evenson,  who 
was  born  in  Hardies  Creek,  Gale  Township,  daughter  of  Bernt  and  Lena  (Ekern) 
Evenson.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Biri,  Norway,  but  were  married  in 
Wisconsin.  The  father  Bernt,  coming  to  this  vicinity  when  a  young  man,  worked 
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out  for  a  number  of  years,  but  later  became  a  land  owner  and  farmer  in 
Trempealeau  County.  Subsequently  Bernt  and  Lena  moved  to  La  Crosse, 
where  he  was  employed  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  lumber  mills.  Afterwards 
they  returned  to  the  farm,  then  occupied  by  his  parents,  and  resided  on  it  until 
about  1904,  when  they  took  up  his  residence  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baardseth,  who 
were  then  living  in  Ettrick.  Lena  died  in  1907  while  Baardseths  were  living  in 
Galesville.  When  Mr.  Baardseth's  moved  from  Galesville  to  Hardies  Creek  in 
1910  Bernt  took  up  his  residence  with  another  daughter  at  Ettrick,  where  he 
lived  until  he  died  in  1918. 

Albert  and  Laura  lived  approximately  1/4  mile  from  the  M.M.  Scarseth  farm. 
Marinus  Scarseth  married  Laura's  sister,  Clara  Evenson. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baardseth  were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Archie  Burton, 
who  was  born  October  7,  1904;  Lucille  Marian,  born  March  8,  1906,  and  Vilas 
Layton,  born  April  8,  1912.  The  family  were  members  of  the  Synod  Lutheran 
Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Baardseth  was  independent,  with  Republican  leanings. 
He  served  as  clerk  of  the  school  board  six  years  and  was  a  man  who  took  a 
good  citizen's  interest  in  the  progress  and  development  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lived. 

The  Albert  Baardseths  did  well  at  the  Hardies  Creek  Store.  Rumors  were 
out  prior  to  1920  that  the  State  Highway  Department  was  changing  the  ”54'' 
Highway.  Instead  of  passing  by  the  store,  the  new  highway  was  going  to  be 
built  through  Lawrence  Baardseth's  field  to  the  north,  and  would  bypass  the 
Hardies  Creek  store  completely.  Albert  Baardseth  decided  not  to  move  his 
store  out  on  the  main  highway.  Instead  he  remodeled  the  store  into  a  large  farm 
home  and  worked  the  land  there  for  some  time.  In  1992,  this  house  had  been 
completely  restored  and  sat  beautifully  under  a  willow  tree. 

Around  1920-1921,  Albert  Scarseth  (son  of  Andrew  Scarseth)  came  out  from 
Galesville  and  built  a  modern  country  store  with  living  quarters  upstairs  on  the 
new  highway  near  the  original  store  site;  Glasgow  and  Hardies  Creek  still  had  a 
country  store.  Shortly  after  erecting  the  store,  the  Scarseths  moved  back  to 
Galesville  and  the  store  was  sold  to  the  Topen  family. 

Sometime  later,  the  Baardseths  moved  to  Decorah  Prairie  where  they  built  a 
brick  house  and  a  new  general  store.  Both  were  located  on  route  54  at  an 
intersection  west  of  the  I.B.  Scarseth  farm.  The  house  is  in  fine  shape  in  1992, 
but  the  store  was  torn  down  shortly  after  Albert's  death. 
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Andrew  and  Bertha  (Johnson)  Evenson 

Andrew  Evenson  came  to  Trempealeau  County  in  1888,  located  in  section 
4,  Gale  Township,  and  here  lived  until  his  death,  May  9,  1915.  He  was  born 
near  Christiania  (now  Oslo),  Norway,  August  26,1867,  oldest  of  the  four  children 
of  Ole  and  Mary  Evenson.  The  parents  came  to  America  about  1851  and 
located  in  La  Crosse  County, Wisconsin.  After  the  father’s  death,  the  mother 
moved  to  another  farm  in  the  same  county,  located  on  the  south  side  of  the  La 
Crosse  River,  and  lived  there  until  she  took  up  her  home  with  her  son,  Andrew, 
until  the  time  of  her  death. 

Andrew  Evenson  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  land  and  of  La  Crosse 
County,  and  as  a  youth  assisted  his  mother  with  the  duties  of  her  small  farm, 
remaining  under  the  maternal  roof  until  about  a  year  after  his  marriage,  when 
he  located  in  Trempealeau  County.  Here  he  devoted  his  life  to  his  farm,  his 
home,  his  children  and  his  church,  taking  in  his  family  his  deepest  joy,  and  in 
his  church  his  greatest  satisfaction.  As  a  successful  farmer  he  acquired  stock  in 
the  Arctic  Springs  Creamery,  and  was  a  substantial  friend  thereof,  but  aside 
from  this,  his  outside  interests  were  few.  His  church  support  was  given  to  the 
Synod  Lutheran  Congregation,  in  the  activities  of  which  he  was  an  efficient  and 
valued  worker. 

Mr.  Evenson  was  married  December  3, 1887,  to  Bertha  Johnson,  who  was 
born  in  La  Crosse  County,  Holland  Township,  daughter  of  Louis  and  Mary 
Johnson,  and  this  union  was  blessed  with  eight  children:  Melva,  Omie  Melvin, 
Elmer  Theodore,  Lester,  Lester  Marvin,  Edna  Marie,  Ansel  Bernard  and 
Arline  Bernice.  Melva  married  Herbert  Hardie,  who  farmed  two  miles  west  of 
Galesville.  Omie  Melvin  operated  the  home  farm  of  200  acres  bordering  on  the 
Black  River.  He  married  Minnie  Engen,  May  24,  1917.  Elmer  Theodore 
married  Ella  Scarseth  September  14,  1916,  and  lived  on  her  parent's 
(Marinus  and  Clara  Scarseth)  farm  in  Gale  Township  until  they  purchased  their 
own  farm  north  of  Galesville  in  approximately  1935.  Lester  died  in  infancy.  The 
other  children  were  living  at  home  in  1917. 
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Ella  (Scarseth)  and  Elmer  Theodore  Evenson 


Ella  Scarseth  was  the  first  of  three  children  of  Marinus  and  Clara  (Evenson) 
Scarseth.  She  was  born  on  February  7,  1896  in  her  parents  home  before  it  was 
remodelled  from  the  simple  structure  her  parents  purchased  from  the 
pioneering  Ole  Hemma  family.  Ella  told  of  having  to  go  outside  and  climb  a 
ladder  to  enter  the  sleeping  loft.  The  Scarseth  farm  is  located  in  the  Hardies 
Creek  region  of  Gale  Township,  Wisconsin. 

Ella  attended  the  one  room  Hardies  Creek  School  located  along  the  road  to 
the  Church  on  property  donated  by  her  parents.  She  and  her  cousin,  Hulda 
Scarseth,  were  the  first  two  8th  grade  graduates  of  the  school  in  1909.  After 
graduation  from  8th  grade,  Ella  attended  Gale  College  until  her  father's  death 
on  August  25th,  1911.  As  a  young  lady,  she  worked  in  her  Aunt  Laura  and 
Uncle  Albert  Baardseth’s  store  located  approximately  1/4  mile  west  of  the  family 
farm. 

On  September  14,  1916,  Ella  was  married  to  Elmer  Theodore  Evenson,  son 
of  Andrew  and  Bertha  (Johnson)  Evenson  of  Trempealeau  County.  Elmer 
attended  school  in  the  Grant  district  until  his  father  passed  away  when  he  was 
in  5th  grade.  He  and  his  older  brother,  Ornie,  ran  their  parent's  farm  until  he 
was  married. 

Ella  and  Elmer  were  the  first  couple  married  in  the  new  Hardies  Creek 
church;  Pastor  G.l.  Bestul  presided.  They  had  two  girls,  Eleanor  and  Marjorie. 
Coincidentally,  Marjoie  married  Edward  Ryder  on  her  parents  23rd  anniversary 
date  in  1939. 

After  their  marriage,  Ella  and  Elmer  assumed  operation  of  the  Scarseth 
family  farm.  Between  her  father's  death  and  their  moving  onto  the  farm,  the  farm 
was  operated  by  Hans  Skarseth  who  came  from  Norway  for  this  purpose.  They 
lived  on  her  parent's  farm  until  the  spring  of  1935  when  they  purchased  their 
own  farm  in  Frenchville,  just  north  of  Galesville.  Soon  after  moving  onto  the 
Hardies  Creek  farm,  Ella's  mother  Clara  moved  with  her  son  Milton  to  the 
McKenzie  farm  in  Decorah  Prairie  which  he  rented  and  operated.  Later  Clara 
moved  to  Ella  and  Elmer's  Frenchville  farm  where  she  lived  until  Ella's  death  in 
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1952.  Clara  then  lived  with  her  other  daughter  Alice  and  died  in  Germany  in 
August  1952. 

Ella  participated  actively  in  the  farming  operations,  helping  with  chores, 
cooking  for  hired  help,  gardening,  and  keeping  the  home  and  family.  They  built 
up  a  heard  of  registered  Guernsey  cattle  that  won  blue  ribbons  and  Grand 
Champions  at  the  Trempealeau  County  fair  in  Galesville.  Ella  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Hardies  Creek  Church,  Ladies  Aid,  Homemaker's  Club  and  the 
4-H  club.  Elmer  was  a  member  of  the  Hardies  Creek  Thrashing  Company,  was 
active  in  church  and  community  affairs,  and  was  a  member  of  both  the  4-H  Cub 
and  the  Frenchville  School  Board.  Elmer  is  remembered  as  a  good  farmer  who 
did  his  planting,  harvesting  and  making  wood  by  the  season.  After  Ella's  death 
in  1952,  Elmer  sold  the  Frenchville  farm  and  moved  to  a  new  house  in 
Galesville  where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1959.  In  1992,  their  charming  farm 
house  had  been  replaced  with  a  new  nondescript  building  and  much  of  the 
familiar  detail  is  gone. 

Both  Ella  and  Elmer  are  buried  in  the  Pine  Cliff  Cemetery  in  Galesville  near 
their  daughter  Eleanor  and  her  husband  Melvin  Bue.  Edward  Ryder,  husband 
of  Marjorie  was  badly  burned  in  a  accident  in  1950;  never  fully  recovering  he 
died  on  July  1,  1986  and  is  buried  in  the  Trempealeau  Public  Cemetery. 
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Eleanor  (left  black  dress)  and  Marjorie  (right  black  dress)  Evenson  with  friends. 
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Evenson 
and 
Edward 
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wedding 
day. 
Bride's 
maid  is 
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Eleanor  Evenson  Bue  on  left,  Marjorie  Evenson  Ryder  on  right; 
daughters  of  Ella  Scarseth  and  Elmer  Evenson.  Eleanor  tells  that 
this  photo  was  taken  as  a  surprise  gift.  The  La  Crosse 
photographer  was  so  proud  of  his  work  that  he  displayed  it  in  his 
window,  and  the  family  saw  it  before  it  was  given  as  a  gift. 
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Eleanor  Evenson  Bue  on  right,  Marjorie  Evenson  Ryder  on  left;  daughters  of  Ella  Scarseth  and  Elmer  Evenson. 


Alice  Lenora  Scarseth  and  John  James  Haggerty 

Alice  Lenora  Scarseth  was  born  the  second  of  three  children  in  the  home  of 
her  parents,  Marinus  and  Clara  (Evenson)  Scarseth,  on  March  30,  1903  (her 
grandfather  Martinus'  birth  date)  in  the  Hardies  Creek  region  of  Gale  Township, 
Wisconsin.  Alice  died  in  her  sleep  in  Lexington,  Massachusetts,  January  5, 
1993.  Her  sister  Ella  was  born  on  February  7,  1896,  and  her  brother  Milton  on 
August  22,  1908. 

Alice  was  baptized  in  March  1903  in  the  Hardies  Creek  church.  Her 
sponsors  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Ekern,  Laura  (Evenson)  and  Albert 
Baardseth  (aunt  and  uncle,  mother's  side).  She  was  confirmed  November  1 1 , 
1917  by  the  Reverend  C.B.  Bestul. 

Her  grandparents  both  died  in  the  summer  of  1910  when  she  was  7,  and  her 
father  one  year  later  on  August  25,  191 1  from  Bights  disease.  Her  father's  bed 
had  been  moved  downstairs  to  the  sitting  room.  Alice  remembers  one  night 
they  thought  he  was  going  to  die.  Her  father  and  mother  bid  each  other 
farewell.  She  overheard  him  tell  her  "not  to  fear  using  her  resources  to  educate 
the  children."  He  "knew  them  to  be  good  children  and  they  would  take  care  of 
her  when  she  needed  it."  He  died  the  following  week.  Soon  after  her  father 
died,  Hans  Skarseth  came  from  Norway  and  operated  the  farm  for 
approximately  6-7  years  before  the  farm  was  taken  over  by  Ella  (Scarseth)  and 
Elmer  Evenson  in  1916.  Hans  returned  home  to  Norway  in  sometime  between 
1919  and  1922. 

Her  father  operated  the  farm  as  a  prosperous  dairy  farm.  Alice  remembers 
being  her  mother's  "feet."  She  would  go  next  door  to  the  Baardseth's  store  to 
shop.  Also,  the  children  would  carry  lunches  to  the  men  in  the  fields.  In  the  cool 
of  the  summer  evenings,  Alice,  Milton  and  her  mother  would  take  the  lawn 
mower  to  the  cemeteries.  First,  they  would  stop  at  the  Pioneer  Lutheran 
Cemetery  and  mow  the  unmarked  grave  of  her  mother's  sister  who  had  died  in 
infancy,  then  go  on  to  the  new  cemetery  and  mow  her  father's  grave.  In  1911, 
they  moved  a  peony  from  the  farm  to  her  father's  grave,  where  it  still  blooms  in 
1 992,  80  years  later. 

Alice,  as  did  Ella  and  Milton,  went  to  the  1-room  Hardies  Creek  Country 
School  (burned  in  1950  from  stove  fire)  for  their  first  8  years  of  education.  For 
two  months  of  each  year,  she  also  attended  parochial  school  classes  next  to  the 
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Hardies  Creek  Lutheran  Church  where  classes  were  taught  in  Norwegian.  The 
land  for  the  school,  located  within  1/4  mile  of  the  family  buildings,  was  donated 
by  her  parents.  After  finishing  8th  grade  and  passing  the  8th  grade  exam,  Alice 
lived  with  her  Aunt  Emelia  and  Uncle  Albert  Pederson  in  the  village  of  Ettrick, 
Wisconsin  where  she  completed  9th  and  10th  grade  in  the  Ettrick  "graded 
school".  From  Ettrick,  Alice  attended  1 1th  and  12th  grades  at  Galesville  High 
School  where  she  graduated  in  1920  having  taken  a  special  program  to 
prepare  her  for  teaching.  After  passing  a  qualifying  examination  in 
Trempealeau  County,  she  taught  first  grade  in  Colfax  for  several  years  and  took 
summer  courses  in  Eau  Clair  Teachers  College.  Alice  then  attended  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  in  La  Crosse  where  she  studied  elementary  education 
and  graduated  in  1927. 

After  graduation,  Alice  taught  first  grade  in  Madison  for  7  years  while  she 
studied  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  It  was  during  this  period  when  she  met 
her  future  husband,  John  James  ("Jack")  Haggerty,  who  was  working  toward  a 
master's  degree  in  agricultural  economics  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin.  After 
his  graduation  in  1934,  Mr.  Haggerty  took  a  position  with  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  Washington  DC.  Alice  and  Jack  were  married  in  the  home  of  their 
friends  Mildred  and  Rudolph  Froker  in  Alexandria,  Virginia  on  Thanksgiving 
Day  on  November  29,  1934.  Rudolph  Froker  was  Dean  of  Agriculture  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  in  Madison,  and  was  on  leave  to  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

After  living  in  Washington  D.C.  for  several  years,  Alice  and  Jack  purchased 
20  acres  in  Oakton,  Virginia,  at  that  time  an  almost  unknown  23  mile  commute 
to  Washington  D.C.  Out  buildings  were  added  and  the  house  was  remodeled 
extensively  before  1941.  In  1992,  Evelyn  (Ravnum)  and  Elder  Stellick  recalled 
sleeping  in  the  "new  chicken  house"  when  they  visited  Alice  and  Jack  during 
this  period.  Jack  traveled  extensively  to  the  Caribbean,  South  America,  and 
Hawaii  during  the  War  leaving  the  family  for  long  periods  with  a  large  flock  of 
chickens,  a  cow,  a  big  black  labrador  and  the  problems  involved  in  running  a 
country  place.  Alice's  mother  Clara  Scarseth  lived  with  them  in  Virginia  from 
approximately  1939  to  1945.  Alice  is  known  to  have  defended  the  place 
against  an  angry,  "expressive"  skunk  with  its  head  stuck  in  a  metal  Lipton  tea 
can  by  shooting  through  the  can,  just  as  she  had  been  taught. 
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Alice  and  Jack  are  the  parents  of  two  boys  that  were  born  in  Washington 
D  C.  John  Scarseth  Haggerty  was  born  on  October  23,  1938,  and  Edward 
Denis  on  August  18,  1941. 

From  1 945,  Jack's  positions  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and,  later, 
the  Department  of  State  took  the  family  on  a  tour  of  the  world.  Initially  as 
Agricultural  Attache  and  later  as  administrator  of  U.S.  foreign  aid  programs,  they 
lived  in  Lima,  Peru  (45-47),  Belgrade,  Yugoslavia  (48-51),  Bonn,  Germany  (52- 
54),  Paris,  France  (56-57),  Tel  Aviv,  Israel  (57-59)  and  Athens,  Greece  (59-62). 
Somehow,  Alice  was  always  able  to  very  quickly  make  unusual  houses  in 
strange  places  feel  like  home. 

In  1963,  Jack  Haggerty  retired  from  the  U.S.  Foreign  Service  and  they 
returned  to  Oakton,  Virginia  where  they  lived  until  1967  while  Jack  worked  for 
an  agricultural  consulting  company.  By  this  time  Oakton  was  considered  a 
close  suburb  to  metropolitan  Washington.  In  1967,  the  desire  for  more  open 
spaces  took  them  to  a  186  acre  farm  in  Berryville,  Virginia  in  the  heart  of  the 
beautiful  Shenandoah  Valley.  There  they  took  on  an  immense  project  of 
cleaning  up  badly  neglected  farm  land  and  buildings  to  make  it  home  for 
themselves  and  a  herd  of  over  65  Charlais  cattle.  Just  as  the  operation  of  the 
farm  was  falling  into  stride,  Jack  became  ill  and  died  in  1973.  He  was  buried  at 
the  United  Vale  Methodist  Church  in  Oakton,  Virginia.  Alice  maintained  the 
herd  for  several  years,  then  ran  the  farm  by  renting  grazing  rights  until  1989 
when  she  moved  to  a  retirement  village  in  Lexington,  Massachusetts  located 
within  a  few  miles  of  her  son  John.  She  lived  in  good  health  until  the  fall  of 
1992  when  her  heart  began  to  fail  her.  She  died  in  Lexington  in  her  sleep  after 
a  series  of  strokes  on  January  5,  1993.  She  is  buried  beside  Jack  in  Virginia. 

Both  Alice  and  Jack  were  active  in  community  affairs  where  ever  they  lived. 
In  Berryville,  Virginia,  Jack  was  an  organizer  of  the  Greenwood  Volunteer  Fire 
Company.  Alice  volunteered  her  services  at  Belle  Grove  in  Winchester, 

Virginia.  Alice  was  a  member  of  the  Grace  Lutheran  Church  in  Winchester  until 
she  moved  to  Massachusetts  in  1989  where  she  attended  the  First  Lutheran 
Church  in  Waltham,  Massachusetts. 
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Family  Tree  to  Haggerty  Branch 
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John  Scarseth  Haggerty  Edward  Denis  Haggerty 


Ella  (I)  and  Alice  Scarseth  (r)  after  their  father's 
(Marinus)  death  in  1911.  Their  dresses  were  made 
by  their  mother  Clara. 


lardie's  Creek  Lutheran  Parochial  School  students  in  approximately  1913.  The  "Old  Church"  built  this  one 
Dom  school  where  students  were  taught  in  the  Norwegian  language  for  three  months  of  each  year.  Archie 
laardseth  (5th  from  left  in  first  row,  with  hat),  Lucille  Baardseth  (5th  from  left  in  second  row,  with  black  bow), 
nd  Alice  Lenora  (Scarseth)  Haggerty  (2nd  girl  from  left  in  third  row,  with  white  bow  and  hair  band)  are  cousins. 
,rchie  and  Lucille  are  children  of  Laura  (Ekern-Evenson)  and  Albert  Baardseth;  Alice  is  the  daughter  of  Clara 
Ekern-Evenson)  and  Marinus  Scarseth. 


Alice  Lenora  Scarseth  Haggerty,  daughter  of  Marinus  and  Clara  Scarseth,  with  her  first 
grade  students  in  Colfax,  Wisconsin  (approximately  1922). 


Alice  Lenora  Scarseth  Haggerty,  probably  after  graduating  from  college 


John  and  Denis  Haggerty  with  milk  cart  at  Elemer  &  Ella  Evenson's  farm  (1947) 


Alice  Scarseth  Haggerty  with  husband  John  James  Haggerty  and  sons  John  Scarseth  (rt)  and  Edward 
Denis  (ctr)  entering  New  York  harbor  by  ship  when  returing  from  assignment  in  Peru  in  1947. 


Milton  and  Jean  (Sacia)  Scarseth 

Milton  Bernard  Scarseth  was  born  August  22,  1908  in  the  Hardies  Creek 
home  of  his  parents,  Marinus  and  Clara  (Evenson)  Scarseth,  attended  by  Dr. 
Jegi.  Milton  was  the  youngest  of  three  children.  His  sisters  were  Ella  (1 896- 
1952),  wife  of  Elmer  Evenson  and  Alice  Lenora  (March  30,  1903),  who  married 
John  James  Haggerty.  Alice  remembers  seeing  Milton  for  the  first  time  as  he 
was  carried  out  to  the  side  porch  by  their  father,  and  asking  whether  Milton  was 
"our  baby."  Milton's  father  died  when  he  was  just  three,  on  August  25,  1911. 
Alice  recalls  he  was  always  a  very  jovial  boy.  He  continued  to  live  on  the  family 
farm  with  his  mother  and  sister  Alice  while  it  was  operated  by  Hans  Skarseth, 
who  lived  in  this  country  for  approximately  10-11  years  before  returning  to 
Norway. 

Following  his  older  sisters,  Alice  and  Ella,  Milton  attended  the  one  room 
Hardies  Creek  School  for  their  first  8  years  of  his  education.  The  school 
operated  continuously,  serving  many  other  Scarseths,  until  it  burned  on  March 
14,  1950  when  the  wood  stove  malfunctioned.  After  completing  8th  grade, 
Milton  attended  and  graduated  Gale  College  in  Galesville,  a  4-year  boarding 
high  school  primarily  attended  by  Scandinavian  children.  Then,  Milton 
attended  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  Madison  for  two  years  where  he  studied 
agriculture. 

Margaret  Suttie,  in  her  book  "Mid  Hills  of  Home"  wrote  that  a  few  years  after 
seeing  her  first  airplane  in  La  Crosse  in  1918,  "she  was  sitting  at  her  desk  in  the 
Hardies  Creek  School  room  when  she  thought  she  heard  a  strange,  uncommon 
sound  coming  form  the  south-east  direction.  Could  it  be  an  airplane?  She 
stepped  over  to  Milton  Scarseth's  desk  and  asked  him  if  he  would  go  quietly 
outside  and  look  up  in  the  sky.  He  hurriedly  left  the  room.  Suddenly  she 
realized  her  hunch  was  right.  How  she  wished  she  could  have  had  a  picture  of 
Milton  as  he  ran  into  the  school  house  with  his  arms  waving  in  the  air!" 

After  leaving  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  approximately  1930,  Milton 
rented  and  operated  the  McKenzie  farm  in  Decorah  Prairie,  located  between 
the  I.B.  Scarseth  and  Albert  Baardseth  farms.  It  was  at  this  farm  that  he 
established  his  milk  routes.  In  1992,  Earl  Ravnum  recalled  that  Milton  was 


85 


. 


promoting  something  new  called  "iodized  milk."  His  mother,  Clara,  lived  with 
him  on  the  McKenzie  place  during  this  period.  In  1935,  Ella  and  Elmer  Evenson 
bought  their  own  farm  in  Galesville.  At  that  time  Clara  moved  with  Ella  and 
Elmer,  and  Milton  took  over  the  home  farm  and  operated  it  until  it  was  sold 
approximately  1965.  Alice  and  Jack  assumed  its  ownership  in  approximately 
1952. 

Milton  married  Jean  Sacia  of  Galesville  on  May  25th,  1935  in  the  State  of 
Iowa.  Milton  and  Jean  had  six  children:  Anne  (deceased),  John,  Claire, 
Stephen,  Jeanne  and  Paul.  After  leaving  the  farm,  Milton  lived  in  New  York  City 
with  his  children  John  and  Claire.  He  died  there  on  September  21,  1981  of 
emphysema  and  fibrosis  in  both  lungs.  Milton  and  his  daughter  Anne  are 
buried  with  his  parents  in  the  new  cemetery  at  the  Hardies  Creek  Lutheran 
Church.  Milton  is  the  first  person  who  was  cremated  to  be  buried  in  the 
Cemetery. 
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Milton  Scarseth  (I),  son  of  Marinus  and  Clara  (Ekern-Evenson)  Scarseth,  and  Archie 
Baardseth,  son  of  Laura  (Ekern-Evenson)  and  Albert  Baardseth.  Photo  is  taken  on 
front  porch  of  Marinus  and  Clara's  home. 


Hilton  Scarseth  with  his  mother,  Clara  Scarseth  Milton  Scarseth  (August  22,  1908  - 

September  21,  1981) 


Alice  and  Milton  Scarseth  playing  with  pets  on  home  farm 
(approximately  1923) 
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SCARSETH  &  EVENSON  PARTICIPATION  IN  FORMATION  OF  CHURCHES 

The  History  of  Trempealeau  County  Wisconsin  reports  the  participation  of 
both  of  the  first  two  Scarseths  to  come  to  America  in  the  formation  of  two 
Lutheran  Churches.  Martinus  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Hardies  Creek 
Norwegian  Evangelical  Lutheran  Congregation  in  December,  1862.  Andreas  J. 
(Andrew)  along  with  his  son,  Albert ,  and  daughter,  Louise,  were  among  the 
founders  of  the  Trinity  Norwegian  Synod  Congregation  in  Galesville  in  1894. 
The  following  text  gives  this  history. 

Hardies  Creek  Congregation.  Still  another  community  of  Norwegian 
Americans  that  showed  a  vigorous  and  praiseworthy  church  activity  was  the 
Hardies  Creek  settlement,  located  mainly  in  the  Town  of  Gale.  Early  Settlers 
moved  in  prior  to  1862,  mainly  from  Biri,  Norway.  They  were  a  God  fearing 
people.  The  nearest  congregation  was  in  Lewis  Valley.  There  was  a  Black 
River  to  cross.  In  the  winter  the  going  was  good.  But  when  spring  and  summer 
came  it  was  different.  The  river  was  too  deep  to  ford,  too  swift  of  current  to  swim 
and  no  boats  to  row.  But  there  was  plenty  of  material  for  raft  building.  Two  logs 
tied  together  was  all  that  was  needed  to  bring  a  man  and  his  family  across,  and 
all  who  could  footed  it  the  rest  of  the  way.  Small  children  were  carried  the  whole 
way.  Finally  the  minister  at  Halfway  was  urged  to  come  to  this  constantly 
growing  settlement,  and  he  came.  His  transportation  means  were  the  same  as 
those  used  by  the  apostles  of  old.  His  means  of  navigation  were  still  more 
primitive,  the  log  raft.  The  Rev.  J.  B.  Frich  organized  the  Hardies  Creek 
Congregation  in  December,  1862.  The  following  twelve  families  constituted  the 
charter  members:  Christian  Hoff,  Gulbrand  Ekern,  Andreas  Ekern,  Amund 
Bjornstad,  Peter  Bjornstad,  Martinus  Scarseth,  Ole  Semb,  Lars  Grythe,  his 
two  sons  Martinus  and  Ole,  Amund  Krisselstuen,  Mikkel  Spedalen.  Church 
services  were  held  in  the  homes,  also  in  the  Glasgow  schoolhouse.  In  1876  a 
building  was  erected,  40  by  24  feet,  on  land  donated  by  Otto  Rindahl.  This 
building  was  in  time  added  to  and  beautified.  In  1891,  a  ninety  foot  steeple  and 
a  20  by  16  foot  chancel  were  added.  In  time,  demands  grew  for  a  larger  and 
better  equipped  church.  Finally  in  1915  the  old  church  was  taken  down  and  in 
its  place  was  built  a  handsome  structure  that  cost  completed  $10,000,  not 
reckoning  the  gratuitous  work  done  by  members.  This  church  has  a  seating 
capacity  of  300.  The  cornerstone  to  the  new  church  was  laid  October  3,  1915, 
and  the  church  dedicated  the  same  day  by  Rt.  Rev.  J.  Nordby  of  La  Crosse.  The 
church  will,  as  long  as  it  stands,  remain  a  fitting  monument  to  the  Christian  faith 
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and  love  of  its  builders.  This  community  has  not  appreciably  suffered  from 
emigration.  The  second  and  third  generations  who  constituted  the  1917 
membership  of  the  Hardies  Creek  Congregation  succeeded  in  building 
themselves  homes  within  its  boundaries,  a  circumstance  that  contributed  to  the 
welfare  of  themselves  no  less  than  to  that  of  the  parent  congregation.  The 
Ladies’  Aid  and  the  Young  Peoples'  Society  was  very  active  and  contributed 
generously  towards  the  strengthening  of  church  work.  Mrs.  Bernt  Evenson 
(mother  of  Clara  Scarseth)  was  a  founding  member  and  vice  president  of 
the  "Kvinderforening"  (women's  group)  in  1890. 

The  following  are  records  of  two  churches  lead  by  Scarseths  &  Evensons: 

•  Hardies  Creek  Norwegian  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Congregation. 

Ettrick  (six  miles  south).  Independent  (Ns),  1862.  Organized  1862.  About  60 
souls  in  1862,  273  in  1914;  Pastors:  J.  B.  Frich,  1862-69;  S.  Svennungsen, 
1869-74;  L.  O.  Sherven,  1874-80;  G.  A.  Lunde,  1880-90;  O.  A.  Myhre,  1890- 
1900;  G.  I.  Breivik,  1900-01;  C.  B.  Bestul,  1901.  Officials  in  1862:  Martinus 
Scarseth;  Ole  Hemma;  M.  J.  Scarseth,  O.  Gryhte,  Mikkel  Spedalen;  Ole 
Hemma.  In  1915:  !.  B.  Scarseth;  C.  M.  Scarseth,  Bernt  O.  Evenson, 
Mathias  Pederson,  Idius  Johnson;  A.  Oksnee;  Miss  Helen  Olsen.  Church  1, 
1876,  $1,000.  Church  2,  1915,  $10,884.  Schoolhouse,  1894,  $600. 
Cemetery,  1  3/4  acres,  $350.  Ladies’  Aid  Society,  1890,  $1,707.  Young 
Peoples'  League,  1914,  $264.  Pastor’s  salary,  $100  (1916).  "Konstitution," 
1904.  C.  B.  Bestul  (1339-654). 

•  Trinity  Congregation 

Galesville.  Norwegian  Syhod,  1894.  Organized  1894.  31  souls  in  1894 
(four  Germans,  two  Americans),  224  in  1914  (two  Germans,  one  American). 
Pastors:  L.  M.  Gimmestad,  1894.  Officials  in  1894:  Ole  Hemma;  Benjamin 
Dale;  Ole  Hemma;  Benjamin  Dale,  P.  Sauers,  A.  J.  Scarseth;  Ole  Hemma. 
In  1915:  Einar  Olson;  A.  J.  Berg;  L.  Gilbo,  Hans  Benrud,  Chr.  Braaten; 
Andreas  J.  Scarseth;  Louise  Scarseth.  Church,  1909,  $6,000. 

Ladies'  Aid  Society,  1902,  $2,954.  Young  Peoples'  League,  1905,  $400. 
Pastor’s  salary:  $0  (1894),  $300  (1914),  $1,925  (1894-14).  Janitor,  etc., 
$1,100  (1894-1914).  Parochial  school  $970  (1894-1914).  Denominational 
schools,  $3,615  (1894-1914).  Missions,  $839  (1894-14).  Gale  College  is 
connected  with  this  congregation,  1901.  Gimmestads  "Menighetshistorie 
(history  of  the  congregation),  1914.  L.  M.  Gimmestad  (1136-667). 
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The  Scandinavian  Settlers 
By  Peter  H.  Johnson 
from: 

History  of  Trempealeau  County,  Wisconsin,  1917,  page  152 

The  Scandinavian  land  seekers  usually  had  three  things  in  view,  wood, 
water  and  hay,  as  necessary  to  the  establishment  of  a  home.  Where  any  of 
these  essentials  were  lacking  or  the  soil  too  sandy,  it  was  ordinarily  considered 
undesirable.  Therefore  we  found  them  among  the  hills,  if  they  had  a  choice. 

Gulick  Olson  was  one  of  a  company  that  came  up  from  Bad  Axe  country  in 
Vernon  County  and  settled  three  miles  east  of  what  is  now  Blair,  in  1855.  He 
was  the  first  Scandinavian  settler  in  Trempealeau  County.  Ebert  Olson,  his  son, 
marshal  in  Blair  in  1917,  was  the  first  child  born  in  Trempealeau  County  of 
Norwegian  parents. 

About  the  same  time  came  Bjorgo  Olson,  Jacob,  Peter  and  Slave  Tonneson 
and  Nils  Halvorson.  A  little  later  Ole  Teppen,  Syver  and  Iver  Iverson  came  from 
Oleana,  Ole  Bull's  renowned  colony.  Teppen  Coulee  is  named  in  honor  of  Ole 
Teppen.  In  1858  Terjan  Thompson,  1859  Tosten  Torrison  Forkerud  and  Helge 
Opland  settled  in  Tromps  Coulee.  Settlers  continued  coming  in  from  older 
settlements  and  direct  from  Scandinavia,  mostly  from  Solor,  in  Norway,  and 
spread  in  all  directions  till  this  settlement  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  largest 
Solung  settlement  in  America. 

The  Trempealeau  Valley  congregation  was  organized  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Stub  in 
1857.  But  a  church  was  not  built  until  1868. 

North  Branch  Beaver  Creek  received  its  first  Scandinavian  settlers  in  1857, 
when  Iver  Knutson  Syse  and  his  son  Orias  Torblaa  settled  there,  coming  from 
Kosh  Konong.  Torblaa,  however,  located  just  across  the  line  in  Jackson 
County.  In  1858  many  others  followed,  among  them  Knut  and  Paul  Hallenger, 
Amund  Olson  Haaheim,  Knut  Rocholson,  Thomas  and  Nels  Herreid,  Ole  Nilson 
Skaar,  Tosten  T.  Ringven,  Nels  Henderson,  Lars  Hanson,  Ole  Ellingson,  Ole 
Iverson  Dale,  Erick  Grer  and  Nils  Okland.  Rev.  Nils  Brandt  organized  a 
congregation  here  in  1858,  and  a  church  was  built  in  1861.  The  congregation 
paid  Ole  Olson,  a  Swede  in  South  Branch,  who  had  some  fine  timber,  $4.00  for 
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the  privilege  of  cutting  the  necessary  material  for  their  meeting  house.  The 
whole  congregation  came  together,  cut  and  hauled  the  logs  and  put  up  a 
structure  30  by  24  by  12.  This  church  was  built  just  across  the  line  in  Jackson 
County,  and  was  the  first  Scandinavian  church  in  western  Wisconsin.  This  old 
historical  structure  was  occupied  by  Baard  O.  Herried  as  residence  in  1917. 
Among  later  arrivals  are  D.  O.  Hagestad,  the  first  chairman  of  the  town  of  Ettrick, 
Henrick  Swendson,  Arne  Arneson,  Torkel  Gunderson,  Berge  Torkelson  and  his 
sons,  Iver  and  Haldor,  who  came  in  1859.  K.  K.  Hagestad  came  in  1860.  Many 
of  the  above  came  from  the  vicinity  of  Lodi,  Wisconsin.  This  settlement  is  mostly 
by  people  originally  from  Hardanger,  Norway. 

Another  distinct  Norwegian  settlement  was  French  Creek  Valley,  where 
Peter  Anderson  Hogden  located  in  1859.  He  came  from  Halfway  Creek  to 
Trempealeau  Valley,  where  he  lived  a  short  time  before  coming  to  French 
Creek.  He  was  the  first  Scandinavian  in  this  valley.  The  same  year  his  two 
brothers,  John  and  Andrew  Hogden,  also  settled  in  this  valley.  Ole  E. 

Gilbertson,  with  a  large  family,  arrived  in  1860.  Among  other  early  settlers  can 
be  mentioned  Ole  O.  Onsrud,  James  Emerson,  Anders  Skundberg,  Peter  Olson, 
Lars  Tolvstad,  Iver  Engehagen,  Peder  Ofsdahl,  Christian  Iverson,  Andred 
Onsrud,  Ole  Smehaugen,  Lars  and  Martin  Larson,  Ole  Hovre,  Fredrick  Svern, 
Andrew  Linrud,  Peter  and  Ole  Nilsestuen,  Gilbert  Jacobson,  Hans  Madson,  Lars 
and  Olaus  Thompson,  Nils  Olson,  Marcus  P.  Benrud,  Tobias  Olson,  Ole 
Engelien,  Ole  Schie,  Hans  and  Andrew  Mustad.  This  was  a  very  rich  valley  and 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  settlements  in  the  county.  A  good  church  was  built 
in  the  early  1870's,  which  was  enlarged  and  remodeled  about  20  years  later. 

The  next  Norwegian  settlement  in  point  of  time  is  a  little  prosperous  valley  in 
the  town  of  Gale  that  bears  the  name  of  that  sturdy  Scotchman,  James  Hardie, 
or  Hardies  Creek  Valley.  Christian  Larson  Hoff  and  Gilbert  Emerson  Ekern 
came  across  the  Black  River  from  Lewis  Valley  and  settled  here  in  1860.  They 
were  the  first  Norwegians  there.  Shortly  afterward  we  hear  such  names  as 
Andrew  Ekern,  M.  J.  Scarseth,  Ole  J.  Hemma,  Amund  Quisselstuen,  Anders 
Trondson,  Amund  Bjornstad,  Peter  Amundson,  Andrew  Larson  (Hovensholm), 
Michael  Michaelson,  Lars  Syverson,  Mathew  Larson,  Otto  O.  Rindahl,  Ole  O. 
Semb,  Nils  O.  Sagen,  Bernt  Everson,  Anders  C.  Haugstad,  Mikkel  Hanson, 
Hans  Anderkvern  and  Even  Fredrickson.  La  Crosse  County  contributed  the 
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most  of  these  settlers,  and  a  large  majority  of  them  came  from  Biri,  Norway, 
originally. 

Pushing  across  the  ridge  northward  from  Hardies  Creek  into  South  Branch 
Beaver  Creek,  another  Norwegian  settlement  was  formed.  Peter  Larson  came 
up  from  Coon  Valley  and  located  there  in  June,  1861,  the  first  Norwegian  in  that 
valley.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  came  Even  Swenson  and  Gilbert  Nelson, 
shortly  thereafter  Christian  Olson  Syljuberget,  Lars  Anderson  Osley,  Ole  O. 
Brendhaugen,  Peder  Johnson  Bratstiengen,  Svend  Larson  Bergum,  and  others. 

In  1862  we  find  Ole  Gutormson  locating  in  Tamarack  Valley,  the  first 
Norwegian  in  what  shortly  became  a  very  extensive  Norwegian  settlement.  The 
following  year  arrived  Tollef  Egilson,  Sigurd  and  Berger  Bergerson,  John 
Gunderson,  Knut  Leofsen  Strand,  Egil  Mikkelson,  Trond  Osovsen,  John 
Hanson,  John  Hendrickson,  Hendrick  Olson  and  Hans  C.  Olson.  Others  among 
early  arrivals  are  Andrew  Amundson,  John  Nilsestuen,  Ole  Olson,  Lars 
Amundson,  Ole  Dove,  Hans  Hagen,  Ole  Heram,  Ole  Lindem,  Lars  Christianson, 
Christian  Brennom,  and  the  list  could  be  continued  to  a  great  length. 

Hans  Herbjornson  settled  near  that  natural  monument  called  Chimney  Rock 
in  1865.  Soon  after  him  came  H.  Kjentvet,  Mr.  Brynjulson  and  others,  until  this 
whole  town,  which  derives  its  name  from  this  peculiar  rock,  is  largely 
Scandinavian. 

The  large  and  beautiful  valley  of  the  Pigeon  Creek,  which  now  no  doubt  is 
the  finest  in  the  county,  was  for  a  long  time  shunned  by  the  early  land  seekers 
on  account  of  its  scarcity  of  wood  and  hay,  and  distance  from  market.  It  was  not 
until  1867  that  any  Scandinavian  located  there,  when  Erick  Larson  from  La 
Crosse  County,  who,  as  near  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  was  the  first 
Scandinavian  to  locate  in  this  valley.  Then  came  P.  Pederson,  Mikkel  Hagen, 
Mathias  Tuv,  and  the  list  of  prominent  Scandinavians  who  have  settled  here 
would  be  so  long  that  I  shall  not  attempt  to  mention  later  arrivals.  These  settlers 
located  mostly  on  land  claimed  by  the  Wisconsin  Western  Railroad  Company, 
but  this  land  had  not  come  into  market,  and  on  account  of  its  distance  from  the 
tracks  it  was  thought  the  railway  company  could  not  hold  it,  and  that  the  land 
would  revert  to  the  government  and  become  homestead  land.  The  settlers 
selected  their  claims  and  sat  on  them  awaiting  the  outcome. 
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One  Anders  Christianson,  locally  called  "Ringerikingen,"  a  man  of  rather 
extravagant  ideas,  claimed  a  whole  section.  His  neighbor,  Mr.  Elsom,  who  had 
bought  an  eighty  of  State  school  land  just  across  the  road  from  "Ringerikingen," 
wanted  a  forty  out  of  the  section  claimed  by  "R"  adjoining  his  own,  and 
conceived  the  idea  to  build  on  that  forty,  and  commenced  operations  with  a 
view  of  crowding  "Ringerikingen"  off.  This  happened  to  be  one  of  the  forties  that 
would  eventually  be  "Ringerikingen's"  homestead.  He,  of  course,  felt 
aggrieved,  his  neighbors  viewed  such  proceedings  with  alarm,  as  under  such 
rule  no  one  would  be  safe  from  invaders.  Several  neighbors  got  together  for 
the  purpose  of  visiting  Mr.  Elsom  to  see  if  a  little  moral  suasion  would  not  induce 
him  to  withdraw  from  his  neighbor's  claim.  When  they  came  to  the  place  Mr. 
Elsom  was  absent,  but  Mrs.  Elsom,  a  beautiful  young  woman  of  considerable 
fortitude  very  much  in  evidence,  was  informed  of  the  purpose  of  their  visit — 
namely,  to  move  what  had  been  done  toward  a  building  back  to  her  own  side  of 
the  road.  Mrs.  Elsom  objected  in  very  unmistakable  terms,  and  to  emphasize 
her  objections  brought  out  a  double-barreled  shotgun  and  promised  to  put  a 
hole  through  the  first  one  that  laid  hands  on  her  property.  This  did  not  put  any 
more  ambition  in  the  house  movers,  as  no  one  knew  what  she  might  do. 

G.  F.  Steig,  always  resourceful,  was  among  the  company,  saw  that 
something  had  to  be  done,  approached  her  jokingly  and  said:  "What  do  you 
want  of  that  gun?  You  daren't  fire  it  off,  and  if  you  did  you  could  not  hit  the  side 
of  that  big  bluff."  She  contended  she  could  hit  any  mark  they  would  give  her. 
They  wanted  the  gun  discharged  and  she  was  anxious  to  show  her 
marksmanship:  so  E.  Larson,  another  member  of  this  company,  hung  his  hat  on 
a  bush  a  fair  distance  away.  She  brought  the  gun  to  her  face.  Bang!  Lo  and 
behold,  the  hat  was  so  full  of  holes  it  hardly  made  a  shadow.  But  there  was  still 
one  charge  in  the  gun  and  the  gun  in  the  hands  of  a  marksman  of  proved  ability. 
It  would  suit  the  visitors  better  if  this  also  was  out.  Steig  insisted  this  was  an 
accidental  hit.  She  vowed  she  shot  like  that  every  time.  Just  then  a 
woodpecker  lit  on  a  little  tree  a  few  rods  distant.  Steig  said:  "Bring  him  down 
and  we  will  admit  you  have  made  your  claim  good.  Thinking  that  another  hit 
would  be  still  more  awe-inspiring,  and  she  had  plenty  of  ammunition,  she 
placed  the  gun  again  to  cheek,  pulled  the  trigger,  and  down  came  the  bird 
fluttering  to  the  ground.  "Now,  boys,"  said  Mr.  Steig,  "to  the  task,  and  hurry 
before  the  gun  is  reloaded."  Several  men  on  each  corner  of  the  just- 
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commenced  building  picked  it  up  and  carried  it  across  the  road  and  set  it  on 
Elsom  s  own  land.  This  was  done  so  quickly  that  she,  in  her  astonishment,  did 
not  attempt,  nor  found  time,  to  reload.  Seeing  how  she  had  been  outgeneraled, 
she  did  not  further  molest  the  men,  who  fixed  up  the  building  in  the  new  location 
with  cornerstones  and  excavations  precisely  as  it  was  found.  When  Mr.  Elsom 
came  on  the  scene,  after  the  first  impulse  of  wrath  had  subsided,  he  took  it 
philosophically  and  admitted  the  rule  was  just  and  the  action  of  these  men  was 
as  binding  as  a  decision  by  a  jury.  Thus  was  established  the  rule  no  one 
should  molest  another  on  these  loose  titles.  As  is  usual,  the  railway  company 
secured  extensions  and  additional  grants,  got  title  to  these  lands,  and  the 
settlers  each  bought  his  claim. 

I  have  been  told  the  first  Scandinavian  in  the  town  of  Sumner  was  Mrs. 
Silkworth.  She  came  up  from  Richland  County  to  work  for  Green  &  Silkworth  at 
Beef  River  Station  in  1855.  She  afterward  married  Mr.  Silkworth.  I  have  been 
unable  to  learn  her  maiden  name.  John  Christianson  located  in  the  vicinity  of 
Eleva,  as  did  Anders  Skei,  A.  Staa,  Gunder  Johnson,  Anders  Tvet,  Nils  Larson, 
John  Larson,  Halyren  Torbjorn  and  Ole  Knutson. 

In  1874  the  first  Scandinavians  came  to  Plum  Creek.  They  were  Lars 
Davidson,  Ole,  Tom  and  John  Jackson.  In  1875  Knut  Everson,  Oliver  A.  Hegg, 
Syver  Amundson  and  Bennet  Anderson,  and  shortly  thereafter  Ole  Thompson, 
Ole  Narveson  and  Andy  Anderson  came. 

The  early  Scandinavians,  like  most  other  emigrants,  were  poor,  came  here 
to  get  cheap  land  and  build  themselves  homes,  some  at  first  living  in  dug-outs 
with  sod  for  walls,  marsh  hay  for  thatch,  and  kind  Mother  Earth  for  floor.  Others, 
yes,  a  large  majority,  had  small  and  hastily-constructed  log  huts  chinked  and 
plastered  between  the  logs  with  clay.  Their  farming  implements  were  wood- 
beam  plow,  a  drag,  Morgan  cradle,  snath  and  scythe,  hand-rake  and  two-tined 
fork,  wagon  with  wooden  skein  and  lynchpin,  spring  seat  of  two  sapplings,  rear 
ends  of  which  were  fastened  to  a  crosspiece  under  the  wagon  box,  resting  on  a 
crosspiece  on  top  of  the  wagon  box,  the  front  ends  extending  to  which  was 
nailed  a  board  for  the  seat.  Oxen  were  their  faithful  beast  of  burden,  and  their 
beef  when  too  old  for  work.  They  tilled  the  early  settler’s  soil,  marketed  his 
produce  and  took  the  family  to  church.  This  condition,  however,  was  not 
peculiar  to  the  Scandinavians  alone,  but  to  all  early  settlers. 


95 


' 


Perhaps  these  glimpses  into  pioneer  life  portray  a  condition  full  of  poverty, 
misery,  sorrow  and  hopelessness.  But  such  was  not  the  case.  True,  the  early 
Scandinavians,  like  most  all  other  new  settlers  in  this  county,  had  little  of 
property  and  much  of  poverty,  often  misery  and  privations.  But  they  did  have  a 
fund  of  good  cheer  and  hope,  and  a  hospitality  that  is  unknown  at  this  day 
prevailed.  If  one  had  little  it  was  freely  divided  with  one  less  fortunate.  Lodging 
and  board  were  given  the  traveler  out  of  such  scantiness  as  the  house  afforded, 
style  and  fashion  never  mentioned  or  thought  of,  the  spare  bedroom  was 
always  in  order  in  the  mansion  which  consisted  of  one  room  and  perhaps  an 
attic,  a  sociability  and  neighborly  feeling  there  prevailed  that  does  not  exist 
today.  Religious  meetings,  social  gatherings  and  dancing  parties  were  had  in 
these  small  and  simple  but  happy  homes.  There  were  discussed  the  political 
affairs,  county  and  town  matters,  church  and  domestic  problems,  agriculture  and 
markets. 

The  early  Scandinavians  of  this  county  were  religiously  inclined.  Therefore, 
as  soon  as  so  many  had  located  in  a  locality  as  to  deserve  the  name  of 
"settlement,"  the  first  work  of  a  social  nature  was  usually  to  perfect  a  church 
organization.  Literary  societies,  debating  clubs  and  singing  schools  were  also 
common.  The  Scandinavians  of  Trempealeau  County  had  27  churches  by 
1921,  though  nearly  all  are  modest  structures,  they  are  all  neat,  comfortable  and 
sufficient  for  the  needs  in  their  respective  localities,  and  represent  considerable 
money  outlay.  They  have,  to  my  knowledge,  three  parochial  school  houses, 
possibly  more,  one  college,  one  Scandinavian  insurance  company  which  was 
organized  in  1877  mainly  by  the  efforts  of  Jens  K.  Hagestad,  who  became  its 
first  president,  N.  L.  Tolvstad  its  first  secretary,  and  Iver  P.  Enghagen  its  first 
treasurer,  which  office  he  held  continually  through  1917.  At  its  last  annual 
meeting  (1917)  this  company  carried  $5,058,376.00  in  risks  and  had  the  neat 
little  sum  of  $20,445.37  in  its  treasury. 

As  before  mentioned,  the  Scandinavians  who  left  their  mother  country  to 
seek  new  homes  were  of  the  laboring  class.  So  were  the  Scandinavian 
pioneers  of  this  county.  Labor  was  their  only  asset.  Strong  and  willing  hands, 
industrious  and  frugal  habits,  honest  and  cheerful  hearts,  perseverance  and 
undaunted  courage,  was  all  they  brought  with  them.  These  are  worthy 
characteristics  and  made  the  Scandinavians  a  powerful  factor  in  the 
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development  of  this  county.  Labor  was  an  absolute  necessity  in  the  building  of 
homes  and  transforming  the  wild  country  into  productive  farms.  Being  honest 
and  steady  workers,  they  were  sought  by  the  older  settlers  as  farm  hands, 
artisans,  salesmen,  and  so  on,  and  they  eagerly  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunities  when  not  needed  on  their  claims. 

Compared  with  their  English,  Scotch  and  Irish  fellow  pioneers,  they  were  at 
a  decided  disadvantage,  not  being  conversant  with  the  language  of  their 
adopted  country.  Consequently,  very  few  of  them  held  public  office  or  clerical 
positions  -  at  any  rate  out  of  all  proportion  to  their  numbers  or  natural  abilities. 
They  were,  however,  well  equipped  in  their  own  language,  they  could  all  read, 
most  of  them  write  and  cipher,  and  many  enjoyed  higher  education.  Weekly 
newspapers  were  soon  found  in  every  home,  and  they  were  as  well  posted  on 
current  events  as  their  English-speaking  brethren.  Therefore,  though  not 
foremost  on  the  public  rostrum,  they  were  an  intelligent  and  safe  factor  in  the 
settlement  of  all  public  questions.  Their  patriotism  and  loyalty  to  the  land  of  their 
adoption  is  evidenced  by  the  number  of  volunteers  that  went  forth  from  among 
them  to  save  the  Union  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion,  and  their  record 
for  valor  is  second  to  none. 

Of  the  manual  labor  that  has  gone  into  the  development  of  this  county,  no 
nationality  has  contributed  so  much  as  the  Scandinavians.  Go  where  you  will 
throughout  this  county  and  see  the  fertile,  well-fenced  farms,  with  their 
comfortable  homes,  spacious  and  well-painted  barns  and  other  farm  buildings, 
good  roads  and  substantial  bridges,  fine  public  buildings  and  parks,  business 
houses  and  manufacturing  establishments,  it  would  be  hard  to  point  to  that 
which  has  not  some  of  the  Scandinavian  brain  or  brawn  in  its  makeup,  for  which 
the  pioneer  directly  or  indirectly  deserves  credit. 

Taken  collectively,  they  had  their  faults  as  well  as  their  virtues,  but  their  good 
traits  outweighed  their  bad  ones,  leaving  the  balance  in  their  favor.  This  is  the 
heritage  they  left  to  the  cosmopolitan  population  of  Trempealeau  County  of 
today. 
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